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RCS MANAGEMENT BULLETIN



R20-118 – INFORMATION
September 22, 2020

	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators
RCS Field Managers
RCS Management Team

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director
Residential Care Services

	[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT: 
	AFH POINT PREVALENCE COVID-19 TESTING

	PURPOSE:
	To inform staff that the Department is requesting adult family home (AFH) providers to complete point prevalence testing for COVID-19 on residents, staff, and others living in the home.

	BACKGROUND:
	· Point prevalence testing has previously been required in nursing homes and certain assisted living facilities to determine the threat to vulnerable adults in those settings.
· Many residents who live in an AFH are also at risk for more severe outcomes if they become infected with COVID-19.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR
CLARIFIED:
	DOH and DSHS are working together to conduct point prevalence testing in the AFH setting.
· Two testing options will be provided. One is self-administered, and one must be administered by a health care professional or nurse-delegated staff.
· Administering the test is considered a public health task, which means that it does not follow the documentation and training requirements of nurse-delegated medication administration. Staff may be trained by the nurse delegator once and proceed to administering tests to any consenting residents.
· DOH will be contacting homes to begin the process.
· This is a recommended procedure for an AFH to complete, but it is not required at this time.

	ACTION:
	Staff will:
· Review the provider letter linked below

	RELATED 
REFERENCES:
	N/A

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear AFH Provider – ALTSA: AFH #2020-044

	CONTACTS:
	Elizabeth Wagner, AFH Policy Program Manager, Libby.Wagner@dshs.wa.gov, 253-234-6061.
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