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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R020-095 – INFORMATION
August 6, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS NH and ALF Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	COVID-19 TESTING OF RESIDENTS AND STAFF OF ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES

	Purpose:
	To inform RCS assisted living facility staff about recommendation and request from the Department of Health (DOH) and Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to test all staff and residents for COVID-19 in all assisted living facilities.

	Background:
	· Assisted living facilities and other congregate settings have been, and continue to be, severely impacted by COVID-19.  
· DOH and DSHS have issued multiple guidance recommending the implementation of numerous COVID-19 prevention and control measures in assisted living facilities since the Governor declared state of emergency under Proclamation 20-05. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	DOH and DSHS are requesting all assisted living facilities test all staff and residents for COVID-19 by September 11, 2020.

· Any facility that has performed testing of all staff and residents for COVID-19 on or after July is exempt from this request.
· Residents, or their representatives, have the right to be informed about the testing and to consent to or refuse the testing procedure.

· If staff refuse testing, facilities are encouraged to work with their field manager to obtain guidance on managing the situation.

· PPE, specimen supplies, and specimen shipping costs will be paid by DOH.

· The State of Washington will cover the laboratory fees for all staff and for residents who are uninsured or not covered by Medicaid or Medicare.
· A Dear Administrator letter was sent to assisted living facilities. The letter has instructions for completing the testing process, and contact information if there are further questions.

	ACTION:
	RCS staff will:

Effective immediately, review the Dear Administrator letter.


	Related 
REFERENCES:
	August 11 GoToWebinar: Universal Testing Initiatives in ALFs

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear ALF Administrator - ALTSA: ALF #2020-036

	CONTACTS:
	Jeanette Childress, Assisted Living Facility Policy Program Manager at (360) 764-9804 or Jeanette.childress@dshs.wa.gov. 
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