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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R020-087 – INFORMATION
August 3, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	
<<_COMPANY_

>><<_STREET1_

>><<_STREET2_

>><<_CITY_>><<, _STATE_>><< _POSTAL_>>" \l 1033 \c 0 \e "" 
POINT-OF-CARE TESTING AND WEEKLY TESTING PRESS RELEASES


	Purpose:
	To inform RCS staff about two announcements made by Health and Human Services (HHS).

	Background:
	The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is committed to taking critical steps to ensure America’s nursing homes are prepared to respond to the threat of the COVID-19. CMS has released resources, guidelines, and tools over the last few months to help prevent and control the transmission of COVID-19.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	Point-of-Care Testing

· On July 14, 2020, HHS announced an initiative to increase testing in nursing homes.  Through the initiative, HHS will send rapid point-of-care testing instruments and tests to nursing homes. The initiative will enhance infection prevention efforts by identifying asymptomatic carriers of COVID-19, and assist nursing homes in ensuring safety as they re-open to visitors.
· Distribution will begin with nursing homes prioritized by CMS. The prioritization is based on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) epidemiological hotspot data, as well as nursing homes that have reported new cases of COVID-19 to the CDC.
· Facilities that do not have a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment (CLIA) Certificate of Waiver to administer the tests will not receive a testing instrument.  Many nursing homes in Washington have a CLIA certificate, and the attached provider letter has instructions for nursing homes to apply for a CLIA certificate if needed.

Weekly Testing

· On July 22, 2020, HHS announced mandatory weekly testing for nursing home residents and staff for those states with a 5% or greater positivity rate (the percentage of people who test positive for the virus of those overall who have been tested) or greater.
· According to the Washington State Department of Health website, as of 07/27/2020, the positivity rate for Washington State was over 5%.

Implementation of the Initiatives
RCS is seeking more information on how and when these initiatives will be implemented.

	ACTION:
	RCS Staff will:

Effective immediately, review this bulletin and the provider letter.
RCS Headquarters will:

Provide more information to staff and providers as we receive it.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear NH Administrator - ALTSA: NH #2020-049
2. July 14 Press Release regarding Point-of-Care Testing
3. July 22 Press Release regarding Weekly Mandatory Testing

	CONTACTS:
	Lisa Herke, Nursing Home Policy Program Manager at (509) 209-3088 or lisa.herke@dshs.wa.gov
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