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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
Aging and Long-Term Support Administration
PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600





RCS MANAGEMENT BULLETIN



R20-080 - INFORMATION
July 17, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators
RCS Field Managers
RCS Management Team

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director
Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	COVID TESTING IN ASSISTED LIVING FACILTIES, ADULT FAMILY HOMES, INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITIES, EHANCED SERVICES FACILITIES, AND CERTIFIED COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL SERVICES AND SUPPORTS

	PURPOSE:
	To inform RCS staff of strategies being considered to complete one time point prevalence testing in Nursing Homes (NHs) and Assisted Living Facilities (ALFs), and to consider expanding COVID-19 testing to include Adult Family Homes (AFHs), Certified Community Residential Services and Support (CCRSS) agencies and facilities, Enhanced Services Facilities (ESF), and Intermediate Care Facilities (ICF).

	BACKGROUND:
	In recent weeks, the State of Washington has been testing residents and staff in all Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Facility (ALF) memory care units. Testing continues in these facilities.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR
CLARIFIED:
	The following are state efforts to continue testing in Nursing Homes and ALFs.
· RCS provided data to the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) identifying the number of test kits and PPE needed in each agency or faiclitiy
· DOH staff will confirm the numbers of needed supplies and test kits with each facility

RCS is considering a regional testing strategy for residents, clients, and staff of Adult Family Homes (AFH), Certified Community Residential Services and Support (CCRSS) agencies and facilities, Enhanced Services Facilities (ESF), and Intermediate Care Facilities (ICF). For example, testing may be targeted to a region of the state experiencing an outbreak and is at higher risk of community transmission. Information currently available:
· The goal is to begin testing AFH, CCRSS, ESF, and ICF using a targeted strategy
· Complete ALF testing by the end of August.
· We hope to have a standing order in the state that will allow for testing of staff in facilities to alleviate the burden of staff getting an order from a primary care physician
· The state will cover the cost of testing for facility and agency staff.

	ACTION:
	Staff will:
Review the linked Dear Provider Letters below for more information.

	RELATED 
REFERENCES:
	· DPL NH #20-037
· DPL ALF #20-027 

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Provider/Administrator/Superintendent

	CONTACTS:
	· Assisted Living Facilities, contact Jeanette Childress at 360-764-9804 or Jeanette.Childress@dshs.wa.gov 
· Adult Family Homes, contact Libby Wagner at 253-234-6061 or Elizabeth.Wagner@dshs.wa.gov 
· Intermediate Care Facilities, contact Shana Privett at 360-764-6320 or Shana.Privett@dshs.wa.gov 
· Certified Community Residential Services and Support, contact Antonietta Lettieri-Parkin at 509-363-3549 or Antonietta Lettieri-Parkin@dshs.wa.gov 
· Enhanced Services Facilities, contact Sondra Silverman at 360-688-0715 or Sondra.Silverman@dshs.wa.gov 
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