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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R020-066 – INFORMATION
June 1, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	CHANGES IN REVIEW OF PERSONAL FUNDS AND CHANGES IN MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY

	Purpose:
	To notify RCS Nursing Home staff about changes to Medicaid eligibility during the COVID-19 outbreak and the effect of these flexibilities on the recertification survey and complaint investigation process.

	Background:
	· On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee declared a state of emergency for Washington State related to the COVID-19 outbreak.

· On May 22, 2020, Home and Community Services (HCS) Division and Management Services Division (MSD) issued a letter to Nursing Home and Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (ICF/IID) administrators, notifying them of the changes to Apple Health Medicaid eligibility.
· As part of the Long Term Care Survey Process (LTCSP) and as part of the State Task process, surveyors review requirements around management of resident personal funds, including the requirement for facilities to notify residents who have Medicaid benefits when they are nearing or at their Medicaid resource limit:
· According to 42 CFR 483.10(f)(10)(iv) and WAC 388-97-0340(4), the facility must notify the resident when the amount of the resident’s trust fund is within $200 of the Medicaid resource limit.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	· The HCS/MSD letter provided information about steps those divisions took to make it easier to establish or maintain eligibility for Medicaid.
· These flexibilities started March 18, 2020 and extend through the last day of the month that the federal emergency period ends. Currently the emergency period ends on July 31, 2020, but the date may change.

· Some of the Medicaid eligibility changes will affect how surveyors review the resource limit during the LTCSP Personal Funds/State Tasks review:
· For Medicaid purposes, the $1200 stimulus checks are excluded as income in the month received and will be excluded as a resource for 12 months after the receipt of the check. The stimulus check is for the resident and should not be retained by the facility unless it is in the resident trust account for the resident’s use.
· The extra $600 per week in federal unemployment compensation is excluded from Medicaid. 
· During the public health emergency, a resident can be over the $2000 resource limit and it will not affect eligibility.

· If a resident is over the resource standard at the end of the emergency period, they are responsible to report to the Health Care Authority or designee within 30 days per WAC 182-504-0110. The Public Benefit Specialist will then determine how it affects the resident’s eligibility.  Residents over the $2000 resource limit (minus the $1200 stimulus check which is excluded for one year) may need to pay excess resources toward the cost of care.
· During the public health emergency, because there is no limit on resources a resident using Medicaid can accrue, facilities would not have a method to determine when a resident was within $200 of their resource limit. Surveyors should not cite for lack of notification to the resident about nearing the resource limit during the public health emergency.
· For 12 months after the resident’s receipt of the stimulus check, regardless of whether the emergency is ongoing, the stimulus money is excluded from the resource limit, even if the stimulus money is in the trust fund. For example, if the emergency is over and the resource limit is again $2000, the resident could have up to $2000 plus the amount of unspent stimulus money in their trust fund, provided it was less than 12 months since the resident received the stimulus money. The facility would be responsible to notify the resident when the resident is within $200 of the $2000 resource limit, but would not include the unspent stimulus funds as part of the resource limit calculation.

	ACTION:
	RCS Survey and Complaint Investigation Staff will:

Effective immediately:

· Review the information about the changes in Medicaid resource limits during the emergency. 
· Adjust review of personal funds and state tasks to reflect the changed resource limit.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	HCS/MSD letter to Administrators
WAC 388-97-0340
HCS Management Bulletin on Medicaid eligibility flexibilities H20-025 

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	None

	CONTACTS:
	Lisa Herke, Nursing Home Policy Program Manager at (509) 209-3088 or lisa.herke@dshs.wa.gov. 
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