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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R20-064– INFORMATION 
May 29, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	LIFE SAFETY CODE WAIVERS and GOVERNOR PROCLAMATIONS FOR ICF/IID FACILITIES

	Purpose:
	The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released new waivers on May 11, 2020 concerning Life Safety Code (LSC) requirements for ICF/IID facilities. Information can be found here: CMS Emergency Waivers. Governor Proclamation Extensions were announced: Proclamation 20.52 extended the following proclamations until May 31, 2020 can be found here: Proclamations 20-52.1 Extensions


	Background:
	In addition to the waiver information from CMS released on 4/30/2020 DPL ICF.IID 020-015.pdf, CMS has announced on May 11, 2020, new 1135 waivers. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	1135 Blanket Waivers 

On May 11, 2020, CMS announced the following blanket waivers are in effect, with a retroactive effective date of March 1, 2020 through the end of the federal emergency declaration:

· Inspection, testing and maintenance of facility and medical equipment may be deferred in some cases. 

· Alcohol Based Hand Rub (ABHR) placement was made less prescriptive however storage for Client safety is outlined.
· Fire drills may be suspended to avoid congregation of staff or residents.

· Construction of temporary wall and barriers that otherwise would not be permitted may be permitted under some circumstances.

Governor Proclamation Extensions: Proclamation 20-52.1 extended the following proclamations until May 31, 2020:

· 20-05:  Declaration of the COVID-19 emergency
· 20-06:  Restriction of visitors and screening of anyone entering a Long Term Care Facility
· 20-10:  Amends 20-05 and 20-06 
· 20-16:  Increased restriction on visitation
· 20-17:  Visitor prohibition to Evaluation and Treatment Facilities and Residential Treatment Facilities
· 20-18:  Suspended surveys, waived minimum direct care staffing requirements 

	ACTION:
	Staff will:

· Review and follow the CMS waiver guidelines and proclamation extensions.
 

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	· Proclamations/20-52.1 Extensions.pdf
· Regulations-and-Guidance/Appendix J ICF.IID.pdf
· CMS Emergency Waivers
· Life Safety Code & Health Care Facilities Requirements
· Dear ICF Administrator - ALTSA: ICF/IID #2020-015

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear ICF/IID Superintendent – ALTSA: ICF #2020-019

	CONTACTS:
	Shana Privett, ICF/IID Policy Program Manager at 360-764-6320 or Shana.privett@dshs.wa.gov 
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