RCS Management Bulletin: Update on State Portal to Report Required COVID-19 Data to CDC

May 22, 2020
Page 2


[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R020-060 – INFORMATION
May 22, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	
<<_COMPANY_

>><<_STREET1_

>><<_STREET2_

>><<_CITY_>><<, _STATE_>><< _POSTAL_>>" \l 1033 \c 0 \e "" 
UPDATE ON STATE PORTAL TO REPORT REQUIRED COVID-19 DATA TO CDC


	Purpose:
	To inform RCS staff about a new state web portal for facilities to report COVID-19 data.

	Background:
	· On May 8, 2020, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published an interim final rule that established a requirement for facilities to report confirmed or suspected COVID-19 cases to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

· To facilitate the required data reporting, the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) and the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) collaborated to build an electronic COVID-19 data-reporting portal. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	· The data portal will be available for facilities to report data on May 26, 2020. DSHS will maintain the portal.
· DOH will use data reported to the DSHS web portal and upload data to the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN, a subset of CDC) three times per week. 
· Facilities have the option of reporting their data directly to NHSN, or reporting their data to the state web portal for DOH to upload the required data to NHSN.  
· Facilities are accountable for ensuring data are uploaded to the NHSN website at least every seven days regardless of the method of data delivery.
· The attached Dear Nursing Home Administrator letter has specific instructions for using the portal.

	ACTION:
	RCS Staff will:

· Effective immediately, review the information.  If a facility has questions about the reporting process, staff will direct them to one of the following email addresses:  HAI-COVID@doh.wa.gov or RCSPolicy@dshs.wa.gov.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	NHSN
QSO-20-29-NH 

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear NH Administrator - ALTSA: NH #2020-034

	CONTACTS:
	Lisa Herke, Nursing Home Policy Program Manager at (509) 209-3088 or lisa.herke@dshs.wa.gov. 
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