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R020-047 – INFORMATION
April 28, 2020

	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators
RCS Field Managers
RCS Management Team
RCS Field Staff

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director
Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	



CIVIL MONEY PENALTY (CMP) COVID-19 COMMUNICATIVE TECHNOLOGY APPLICATION FOR NURSING HOMES

	PURPOSE:
	To notify RCS staff about the recent notice from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) authorizing qualified applicants to submit the CMP Reinvestment Application, COVID-19 Communicative Technology Request, for the purchase of communication technology equipment and accessories. This is to assist in facilitating nursing home resident and family communication during the COVID-19 outbreak.

	BACKGROUND:
	On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee declared a state of emergency for Washington State related to the COVID-19 outbreak. CMS issued Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention of COVID-19. This guidance directs nursing homes to significantly restrict visitors and nonessential personnel to protect nursing home residents.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR
CLARIFIED:
	Recognizing that visitor restrictions may be difficult for residents and families, CMS has developed the CMP Reinvestment Application, COVID-19 Communicative Technology Request for the use of CMP funds to provide residents with adaptive communicative technologies. State agencies can approve applications that meet the defined CMS parameters without review by CMS. CMS anticipates that this process will reduce the amount of time needed to review and approve the use of funds for communicative technology.

	ACTION:
	RCS Staff will:
· Review the application and instructions
· Review the attached letter to NH Administrators

	RELATED 
REFERENCES:
	https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/civil-money-penalty-cmp-funds


	ATTACHMENTS:
	1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dear NH Administrator – ALTSA: NH #2020-026

	CONTACTS:
	Melissa Lawton, CMP Grant Specialist, (360) 725-3204
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