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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R20-044 –INFORMATION
April 27, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	SIGNATURES NOT REQUIRED ON CARE ASSESSMENTS

	Purpose:
	To remind staff that the CARE assessment does not require a signature and that the negotiated care plan must be signed by a resident or their surrogate decision maker and not an HCS case manager.

	Background:
	We are getting reports from HCS that adult family homes are asking case managers to sign assessments and negotiated care plans. They are stating this is based on information from RCS licensors and have potentially been incorrectly cited for not having a signed assessment. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	· WAC 388-76-10335 lists what must be included in the resident assessment. This does not require a signature.
· WAC 388-76-10375 states that the negotiated care plan must be signed by the resident and the adult family home. “Resident” by definition includes their surrogate decision maker. An HCS case manager should not be signing this document on behalf of their client.

	ACTION:
	Staff should review the regulatory requirements around signatures and reach out with any questions.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	None

	CONTACTS:
	Libby Wagner, AFH  Policy Program Manager, (253) 234-6061
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