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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600


R20-031 – information
April 7, 2020

Amended April 13, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators
RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director
Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	Sharing information for the United states census

	Purpose:
	To inform staff of facility ability to share resident information for the purposes of the U.S. Census.

	Background:
	· The U.S. Constitution requires that the federal government conduct a census of the population every ten years. United States households and long-term care facilities should have received census information in March. Everyone living in the United States is required by law to be counted in the census.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified: 
	· This MB is amended to include a letter to NH (Attachment 2).
· Because of resident rights laws protecting resident privacy, long-term care providers and administrators may be unsure of their obligations under the United States census. They are required by law to complete the Census for everyone in the home. 
· While some of the demographic information requested is considered personal health information, HIPAA requirements allow disclosure of this information without authorization by the individual.
· The laws that require the census also protect the confidentiality of that information, and the information gathered can only be used to produce statistics.

	ACTION:
	RCS staff will:
· Read the provider letter to understand how to address questions they may receive from providers about the census.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	U.S. Census Bureau website


	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	1. Dear Provider/Administrator/Superintendent
ALTSA: AFH #2020-014, ALF #2020-016, CCRSS #2020-011

ESF #2020-011, ICF/IID #2020-011

2. Dear NH Administrator – ALTSA: NH #2020-020


	CONTACT(S):
	If you have questions, please contact the RCS Training Unit at RCSPolicyUnit@dshs.wa.gov
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