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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

PO Box 45600, Olympia, Washington 98504-5600


R20-025 –PROCEDURE
March 31, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers
RCS Field Staff
RCS Management Team

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND ONSITE VISITS

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this management bulletin is to notify RCS staff that make site visits to facilities or agencies that they must carry and use Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) at all times while on performing onsite  investigation or inspection visits.

	Background:
	The COVID-19 outbreak continues to spread and present a threat to residents of long-term care facilities, as well as all residents of Washington state. The guidance for preventing the spread of the disease is changing rapidly, and information is being updated when new information becomes available. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	ALL STAFF MUST CARRY AND USE PPE AT ALL TIMES WHILE CONDUCTING ONSITE INVESTIGATIONS OR INSPECTIONS.
· In COVID positive facilities or homes, RCS staff will wear full PPE and change as needed if moving in and out of resident rooms for observations of infection control practices or care being provided to a resident. Full PPE includes face shield, N95 mask, gown and gloves. 
· In COVID suspected faciltiies or homes with residents with COVID symptoms only (pending test results, no confirmed positive test results), RCS staff will wear full PPE and change as needed if moving in and out of residents rooms for observation of infection control practices or care provided to a resident. 
· In non-COVID positive or suspected facilities or homes, RCS staff will wear at least a surgical mask or an N95 mask, and have additional PPE available for use as needed.

	ACTION:
	Staff will:

Review and follow PPE information provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  See link below under Related References.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	CDC Personal Protective Equipment


	ATTACHMENTS:   
	None

	CONTACTS:
	Policy Unit email: RCSPolicy@dshs.wa.gov 
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