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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600

R20-023 – INFORMATION 
March 25, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team
RCS Field Staff

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	INFORMATION AND PROCEDURE UPDATE CONCERNING INFECTION CONTROL INSPECTIONS AND COVID-19 RESPONSE

	Purpose:
	Update Residential Care Services (RCS) staff on the RCS Community Program Infection Prevention Assessment Tool for infection control inspections and COVID-19 response in ALF, AFH, and ESF settings.

	Background:
	The COVID-19 outbreak continues to spread and present a threat to residents of long-term care facilities, as well as all residents of Washington state. The guidance for preventing the spread of the disease is changing rapidly, and the information shared is being updated on a daily basis.   

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	The COVID-19 Long-Term Care Incident Command has directed Residential Care Services (RCS) to complete focused reviews of all long-term care facility infection control procedures and assess current Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) supplies.
Survey staff will assess ALF, AFH, and ESF facility readiness to prevent the spread of COVID-19 using the attached RCS Community Program Infection Prevention Assessment Tool for COVID-19, reviewing the following domains: 

· Visitor restrictions

· Education, monitoring, and screening of Healthcare Personnel (HCP)

· Education, monitoring, and screening of Residents

· Availability of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other supplies

· Infection prevention Practices including hand hygiene, use of PPE and cleaning and disinfection of environmental surfaces and resident care equipment

These strategies are the most current information available from the CDC for preventing COVID-19 and the spread of COVID-19 in long-term care facilities.  



	ACTION:
	Staff will:

· Begin using this infection prevention assessment tool effective immediately.
· Monitor your health. If you exhibit any symptoms of COVID-19, notify your supervisor and stay home.
 

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	RCS Community Program nfection Prevention Assessment Tool

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear AFH Provider – ALTSA: AFH #2020-007
2. Dear ALF Administrator – ALTSA: ALF #2020-010
3. Dear ESF Provider – ALTSA: ESF #2020-005

	CONTACTS:
	RCSPolicy@dshs.wa.gov 
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