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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services

R20-020 – INFORMATION 
March 20, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	INFORMATION AND PROCEDURE UPDATE CONCERNING COVID-19

	Purpose:
	Update all RCS staff on current COVID-19 information and to consolidate prior information for AFH, ALF, CCRSS, and ESF facilities

	Background:
	On February 29, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 20-05, declaring a state of emergency for Washington State due to the COVID-19 outbreak. On March 10, 2020, the governor issued Proclamation 20-06, which amends 20-05 to add significant prohibitions for nursing homes and assisted living facilities to protect residents against COVID-19. On March 13, 2020, the governor issued Proclamation 20-10, which extended those prohibitions to adult family homes. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	All previously issued COVID-19 provider letters are superseded and have been consolidated into individual letters by care setting for AFH, ALF, CCRSS, and ESF (attached). 
Governor’s Proclamations 20-16 and 20-18

On March 16, 2020, the governor issued Proclamation 20-16, which amended Proclamation 20-06 to include ALL long-term care facilities (for CCRSS licensed group homes and State Operated Living Alternatives) and prohibits visitation by any person, including friends or family, to enter a facility to visit a resident except as specifically allowed below; establishes screening requirements for visitors, staff, and voluteers based on signs and symptoms of COVID-19; and requires isolation of residents under a Department of Health or local health jurisdiction isolation or quarantine order, and expressly prohibits staff and volunteers from disclosing protected and confidential information except as provided by law or with the consent of the resident. The prohibition on visitation does not apply to:

· End of life situations

· Visits by attorneys, administrative law judges, advocates or similar persons who represent a resident

· Vendors or volunteers who supply or work in a facility

· Health care teams such as doctors, behavioral health providers, and home health nurses so that care and service needs of residents are met

· Department of Social and Health Services staff including staff from the Developmental Disabilities Administration and Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

On March 18, 2020, the governor issued Proclamation 20-18 which waived and suspended requirements related to inspections, background checks, and, for AFH, ALF, and ESF, reasonable access to residents by their representative, an entity or individual that provides health, social, legal, or other services.

	ACTION:
	Staff will:

· Monitor your health. If you exhibit any of the above symptoms, stay home.
· Review QSO memos relevant to your field, review Governor Proclamations 20-05, 20-06, 20-10, and 20-16, and implement directives immediately. 

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	Governor Jay Inslee Proclamations

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear AFH Provider – ALTSA: AFH #2020-007
2. Dear ALF Administrator – ALTSA: ALF #2020-010
3. Dear CCRSS Provider – ALTSA: CCRSS #2020-005
4. Dear ESF Provider – ALTSA: ESF #2020-005

	CONTACTS:
	RCSPolicy@dshs.wa.gov 
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