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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R020-017 – INFORMATION
March 12, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS NH and ICF/IID Field Managers
RCS NH and ICF/IID Staff
RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	QSO-20-17-ALL GUIDANCE FOR USE OF CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL RESPIRATORS BY HEALTH CARE PERSONNEL

	Purpose:
	To notify RCS staff about updated recommendations the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has issued regarding personal protective equipment (PPE).

	Background:
	The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has provided supplemental information for Nursing Home (NH) and Intermediate Care Facility for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (ICF/IID) health care workers with known or suspected COVID-19.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	CMS surveyors will consider the CDC recommendations to determine if Medicare and Medicaid providers are complying with infection control protocols.

· Based on local and regional situational analysis of PPE supplies, facemasks are considered an acceptable alternative when the supply chain of respirators cannot meet demand.

· When the supply chain is restored, facilities should return to use to respirators for residents with known or suspected COVID-19.  
· Recommendations for airborne infection isolation room (AIIR) have been updated.  
· The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the CDC request for an emergency use authorization (EUA) to allow health care personnel to use certain industrial respirators during the COVID-19 outbreak in health care settings. This action allows the NIOSH-approved respirators not currently regulated by the FDA to be used in a health care setting by health care personnel during the COVID-19 outbreak, thereby maximizing the number of respirators available to meet the needs of the U.S. health care system. 
· The EUA letter can be found at https://www.fda.gov/media/135763/download.  The letter includes a list of Filtering Facepiece Respirators eligible for coverage under the EUA and a list of NIOSH-approved Filtering Facepiece Respirators authorized under the EUA.

	ACTION:
	RCS Survey and Investigation Staff will:

· Follow the survey protocols found in QSO-20-17-ALL for evaluating use of PPE:

· Due to the updated CDC guidance and current supply demands of these devices (and the discards associated with testing), CMS is directing surveyors not to validate the date of the last FIT test for health care workers in Medicare and Medicaid certified facilities, until further notice. 

· Any CMS guidance that explicitly, or by reference, indicates N-95 or PPE usage will automatically incorporate any FFRs authorized under this EUA and any guidance issued by the CDC.

RCS Headquarters will:

· Notify NH and ICF/IID providers about this guidance.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	QSO-20-17-ALL


	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear ICF Superintendent:  ALTSA: ICF #2020-004
2. Dear NH Administrator - ALTSA:  NH #2020-010

	CONTACTS:
	Contact your Regional Administrator or Field Manager for questions.
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