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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R019-041 – PROCEDURE
June 7, 2019
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	NEW sTANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE (Sop) FOR STATE TASK REVIEW DURING RECERTIFICATION SURVEY (NH)  

	Purpose:
	To notify/inform staff of a new Standard Operating Procedure for State Tasks.

	Background:
	· Nursing homes (NH) in Washington State generally must comply with both the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) Chapter 388-97 that applies to nursing homes,  as well as federal nursing home regulations. 
· Because most Washington State licensing laws closely mirror the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) requirements, Residential Care Services (RCS) combines the required periodic visit for the state licensing inspection and the federal certification inspection, and completes both reviews in one visit.
· Where the state regulation and federal regulation are equivalent and the survey team identifies failed practice, the surveyor writes one citation under the federal rule, and documents that the citation represents failed practice of the federal regulation and the equivalent state regulation. 

· For those areas where the state requirement (WAC) has a higher standard or there is no matching federal rule, the survey team completes a review separately from, but concurrent with the federal survey.  The review of state regulations that do not have a matching federal rule is a “state task” review.  If there is failed practice within the state task review, the survey team cites the state regulation (WAC) directly.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	· A new Standard Operating Procedure (SOP), “17C8 – State Tasks,” is available under Chapter 17 Nursing Home, in the RCS Standard Operating Procedure Manual.  The SOP will:
· Identify and/or clarify which WACs require review as a “State Task,” and,
· Provide guidance and a process for the completion of each task.
· Forms to document the review of some of the tasks are available in the DSHS Intranet Forms website.
· 10-625 State Task Checklist 
· 10-626 Staffing Pattern 

· 10-627 Liability Insurance Review 

· 10-628 Trust Fund Review 

· 10-629 Pet Record Review 

· 10-630 Paid Feeding Assistant Program Review 

· 10-631 Staff Qualification and Background Review 

· 10-632 TB Testing Review for Staff 

· 10-633 TB Testing Review for Resident

· 10-634 Medication Assistant Endorsement
· Instructions for the review of the Nurse Aide Training Program are undergoing an update.  Core instructions are in the State Tasks SOP, and revised instructions for review will be available in a separate Chapter 17 Standard Operating Procedure.

	ACTION:
	Surveyors will:

· Review and implement the State Tasks Standard Operating Procedure, effective immediately.
Field Managers will:
· Ensure completion of State Tasks according to the SOP.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	WAC 388-97 Nursing Homes
R17-006 - Reviewing State Licensing Requirements in Nursing Homes
R16-035 - NH Swing Beds and Non-Licensed Facility List

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. State Tasks SOP – Subsection of Chapter 17 

	CONTACTS:
	Lisa Herke, Nursing Home Policy Manager, 509-225-2819
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