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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Residential Care Services
R19-022 - INFORMATION
March 8, 2019

	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

RCS Compliance Specialists

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	INTERPRETATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN EVACUATION DRILLS  

	Purpose:
	To inform staff of the expectations for providers when a resident refuses to participate in an evacuation drill.

	Background:
	Resident refusal to participate in emergency evacuation drills presents a conflict between a resident’s right to refuse to participate in the drill, and a provider’s requirement to ensure resident safety. There has been some confusion and inconsistency over how we regulate around this conflict.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	· There are two types of emergency evacuation drills under WAC 388-76-10895:

· A partial evacuation is evacuation to the designated emergency egress door. A home must complete this type of evacuation drill at least every two months. Resident participation is optional, but each resident must participate in at least one partial evacuation drill per year.

· A full evacuation is evacuation from the home to the designated safe location. A home must complete this type of evacuation drill at least once per year, with all residents who live in the home at that time participating at the same time and together.

· A resident has the right to refuse to participate in either type of emergency evacuation drill. If a resident refuses to participate in the annual full evacuation, or does not participate in at least one partial evacuation drill per 12 months, the home must ensure the following:

· The resident’s wish to refuse to participate must be clearly documented in their negotiated care plan,

· In the resident’s negotiated care plan, the home must provide an estimate of the amount of time it would take to evacuate the resident and must show how they came to this estimate,

· The home must add this estimated time to their emergency evacuation drill log to ensure the length of time to evacuate does not exceed five minutes, and
· The home must continue to offer the resident a chance to participate in every evacuation drill.

	ACTION:
	RCS Licensors will:

· Review this interpretation and the attached letter.
· Effective immediately, regulate emergency evacuation drills according to this interpretation.

RCS Field Managers will:

· Assist Licensors when there are any questions about whether a home is following this regulation.

· Evaluate if there are any extenuating circumstances around regulating or enforcing this rule for an individual home. 

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENTS:   
	1. Dear AFH Provider – ALTSA: AFH #2019-005

	CONTACTS:
	Libby Wagner, Policy Program Manager: (253) 234-6061
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