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H16-074 – Information
September 12, 2016
	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors
Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) Regional Administrators


	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division

Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Developmental Disabilities Administration


	SUBJECT: 
	Requirement to post flyer regarding public input to the state plan amendment for Community First Choice



	Purpose:
	To inform HCS, DDA, and AAA offices of the requirement to post the attached flyer in the client waiting area of each office.  The flyer informs clients and the public about the public comment process for the pending state plan amendment.



	Background:
	DSHS seeks comments from program participants, their families and members of the public on upcoming changes to the Medicaid State Plan.  


	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	DSHS will submit a proposed State Plan amendment to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid services in November 2016. The amendment will: 
· Clarify language for personal care providers regarding state and federal background checks.
· A state background check must be completed prior to contracting.
· A federal background check must be completed within 120 days of the provider being hired.
· Remove the link to the rate schedule listed on Attachment 4.19-B page 49.
· Add  provider types eligible to provide the following services:

· Voluntary training on how to select, manage and dismiss attendants

· Community Transition

· Assistive Technology 

· Expand the scope of the “voluntary training on how to select, manage and dismiss attendants.”  Currently, this service is provided through self-study materials. Upon approval from CMS, participants who employ and manage multiple care providers may choose to receive training directly from listed provider types.

· Expand the scope of the Backup System service to receive federal matching funds for bed hold retainer payments to residential providers during a participant’s short term hospital or nursing home stay.  

· Remove references to the Social Service Payment System. 

· Increase the fiscal year monetary limit available to participants to $550.00 for the purchase of Assistive Technology and Skills Acquisition Training.  

· Clarify that the scope of assistive technology services includes assistive equipment that increases the individual’s independence or substitutes for human assistance. 

The public comment period for the state plan amendment is from 8:00 a.m. September 15, 2016 through 5:00 p.m. October 16, 2016.  The attached notice provides information on how to provide comments and/or receive a paper copy of the plan from ALTSA headquarters.  

The proposed effective date of the amendment is January 1, 2017.



	ACTION:
	Each HCS, DDA, and AAA office statewide is required to post this flyer in their public waiting area from September 15, 2016 through 5:00 p.m. October 16, 2016.  
Please remove the flyer from HCS, DDA and AAA offices at COB on October 16, 2016.  


	Related 
REFERENCES:
	NONE

	ATTACHMENT(S):   


	HCBS Amendment Flyer:
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	CONTACT(S):
	Jacqueine Echols, HCS Community First Choice Program Manager

(360) 725-3216

EcholJM@dshs.wa.gov
Nicole Fergason, DDA Community First Choice Program Manager

(360) 725-3525

EppicNM@dshs.wa.gov
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PUBLIC NOTICE







Home and Community-Based Services

Public Comment Period for Amendments to 

Community First Choice State Plan 

The Community First Choice state plan program operated by Aging and Long-Term Support Administration (ALTSA) and Developmental Disabilities Administration, will be amended to: 



· Clarify language for personal care providers regarding state and federal background checks.

· Remove the link to the rate schedule listed on Attachment 4.19-B page 49.

· Add  provider types  eligible to provide the following services:

· Voluntary training on how to select, manage and dismiss attendants

· Community Transition

· Assistive Technology 

· Expand the scope of the “voluntary training on how to select, manage and dismiss attendants”.  

· Expand the scope of the Backup System service to receive federal matching funds for bed hold retainer payments to residential providers during a participant’s short term hospital or nursing home stay.  

· Remove references to the Social Service Payment System. 

· Increase the fiscal year monetary limit available to participants to $550.00 for the purchase of Assistive Technology and Skills Acquisition Training.  

· Clarify that the scope of assistive technology services includes assistive equipment that increases the individual’s independence or substitutes for human assistance. 



The draft state plan amendment will be available from 8 am September 15, 2016 through 5 pm October 16, 2016 at the following link:

· https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/community-first-choice-option



The proposed effective date of these amendments is January 1, 2017. 



A paper copy of the draft amendment is available upon request by contacting Jacqueine Echols at the address listed below or by calling 360-725-3216. 



DSHS welcomes all comments on the proposed state plan amendment.  Comments may be submitted to DSHS through the website address listed above or may be mailed to Jacqueine Echols at the address listed below.  DSHS will receive comments through 5:00 pm close of business on October 16, 2016.  



Jacqueine Echols, Home and Community Services Division

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

P.O. Box 45600

Olympia, WA 98504-5600



Post this flyer from 8 am September 15, 2016 through 5:00 pm October 16, 2016
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