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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Home and Community Services Division

PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600


H15-008 – Information
January 22, 2015
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators



	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division, ALTSA


	SUBJECT: 
	Requirement to post flyer regarding public input to the COPES amendment and HCBS rules transition plan. 

	Purpose:
	To inform HCS and AAA offices of the requirement to post the attached flyer in the client waiting area of every AAA and HCS office statewide.  The flyer informs clients and the public about the public comment process for the COPES  home and community based setting transition plan and the COPES amendments related to the following changes:

· ProviderOne payment system implementation;
· Removing  personal care services, PERS and community transition services as they will be available in the Community First Choice (CFC) program; and

· Addition of integrated managed care component called HealthPath Washington for dual eligible clients

Note: This transition plan is specific to the COPES waiver.  The attached flyer must be posted in addition to the Statewide transition plan flyer that is addressed in MB H15-001 and the New Freedom transition plan flyer described in MB H15-005.

	Background:
	A final federal rule, published in January 2014, created requirements for home and community based settings (HCBS) in Medicaid funded home and community based settings.  The requirements support opportunities to maximize access to the benefits of community living and to receive services in the most integrated setting for program participants. States are required to submit a transition plan to CMS when a HCBS waiver is amended or renewed.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	DSHS will be submitting the COPES transition plan and the waiver amendments to CMS by March 31, 2015.  The transition plan includes an assessment of the extent to which Washington’s regulations, standards, policies, licensing requirements, and other provider requirements ensure settings comport with the requirements. The plan describes actions DSHS will take to assure full and on-going compliance with the HCBS settings requirements and includes specific timeframes for identified actions. 

The COPES transition plan is subject to public input.  The public comment period for the transition plan is from February 4, 2015 through 5:00 pm on March 6, 2015.  The attached notice provides information on how to provide comments and/or receive a paper copy of the plan and amendments from ALTSA headquarters.  
The draft transition plan and waiver amendments will be available on February 3rd on the DSHS website at: https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/home-and-community-based-services-rules. 

	ACTION:
	In order to meet the federal requirements, every AAA and HCS office across the state is required to post this flyer in your public waiting area from February 4, 2015 through 5:00 pm March 6, 2015.  

Please remove the flyer from the AAA and HCS offices at COB on March 6, 2015.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/home-and-community-based-services-rules (Internet site re: New HCBS Rules)

MB H14-064  regarding the new HCBS rules
MB H15-001  regarding the Statewide transition plan

MB H15-005  regarding the New Freedom transition plan and waiver renewal application    

	ATTACHMENT(S):   

	COPES HCBS Transition Plan Flyer:
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	CONTACT(S):
	Debbie Johnson, HCS Waiver Program  Manager

(360) 725-2531
JohnsDA2@dshs.wa.gov 
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PUBLIC NOTICE







Home and Community-Based Services

Public Comment Period for COPES Waiver Amendments and Transition Plan

The following changes are being made to the COPES Waiver:



A new service will be added to the COPES waiver that will provide waiver participants with monthly informational and educational materials designed to assist in managing health related issues, achieving goals identified in their person centered service plans and addressing health and safety issues. The new COPES service which will assist participants to achieve greater health, safety and success in community living.  This service will be available July 1, 2015



An integrated managed care component called HealthPath Washington (HPW) will be added to the waiver.  HPW will allow COPES participants living in King and Snohomish Counties who are dual eligible (Medicare/Medicaid) to receive long-term services and supports through the same managed care program through which they receive medical, mental health, and chemical dependency services. This component will be effective July 1, 2015



Personal Care, Personal Emergency Response Systems and Community Transition service will be removed as COPES services. These services will instead be available under the Community First Choice (CFC) program that will be implemented. These changes will be effective July 1, 2015.



A description of the new ProviderOne payment system will be added to the waiver.  The implementation date of the ProviderOne payment system is January 1, 2015.



ALTSA has also developed a COPES waiver specific draft transition plan regarding the actions the state will take to come into, and maintain, statewide compliance with the new Code of Federal Regulations regarding Home and Community Based settings requirements. 



The draft transition plan and the waiver amendments will be available from February 4, 2015 through March 6, 2015 on the DSHS website at:

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/home-and-community-based-services-rules.  A paper copy of the draft transition plan and the waiver amendments are available upon request by contacting Debbie Johnson at the address listed below or calling 1-800-422-3263 and selecting option #6. 



DSHS welcomes all comments on the COPES draft transition plan and/or the waiver amendments.  Comments may be submitted to DSHS through the website address listed above or may be mailed to Debbie Johnson at the address listed below.  DSHS will receive comments through 5:00 pm close of business on March 6, 2015.  



Debbie Johnson, Home and Community Services Division

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

P.O. Box 45600

Olympia, WA 98504-5600



Post this flyer from February 4, 2015 through 5:00 pm on March 6, 2015
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