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H15- 005 – Information
January 15, 2015
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators



	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division, ALTSA


	SUBJECT: 
	Requirement to post flyer regarding public input to the New Freedom HCBS rules transition plan. 

	Purpose:
	To inform HCS and AAA offices of the requirement to post the attached flyer in the client waiting area of each AAA and HCS  office serving clients in King and Pierce Counties.  The flyer informs clients and the public about the public comment process for the New Freedom home and community based setting transition plan.
Note: This transition plan is specific to the New Freedom waiver.  The attached flyer must be posted in addition to the Statewide transition plan flyer that is addressed in MB H15-001.

	Background:
	A final federal rule, published in January 2014, created requirements for home and community based settings (HCBS) in Medicaid funded home and community based settings.  The requirements support opportunities to maximize access to the benefits of community living and to receive services in the most integrated setting for program participants. States are required to submit a transition plan to CMS when a HCBS waiver is amended or renewed.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	DSHS will be submitting the New Freedom transition plan and the waiver renewal application to CMS on February 27, 2015.  The plan includes an assessment of the extent to which Washington’s regulations, standards, policies, licensing requirements, and other provider requirements ensure settings comport with the requirements. The plan describes actions DSHS will take to assure full and on-going compliance with the HCBS settings requirements and includes specific timeframes for identified actions. 

The New Freedom transition plan is subject to public input.  The public comment period for the transition plan is from January 22, 2015 through 5:00 pm on February 20, 2015.  The attached notice provides information on how to provide comments and/or receive a paper copy of the plan from ALTSA headquarters.  
The draft transition plan will be available on January 21st on the DSHS website at: https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/home-and-community-based-services-rules. 

	ACTION:
	In order to meet the federal requirements, each AAA and HCS office in King and Pierce Counties is required to post this flyer in your public waiting area from January 22, 2015 through 5:00 pm February 20, 2015.  

Please remove the flyer from the AAA and HCS offices at COB on February 20, 2015.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	Internet site re: New HCBS Rules

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/home-and-community-based-services-rules 
MB regarding the new HCBS rules
MB H14-064  

	ATTACHMENT(S):   

	HCBS Transition Plan Flyer:


[image: image1.emf]HCBS Public Notice  flyer revised - New Freedom.pdf



	CONTACT(S):
	Debbie Johnson, HCS Waiver Program  Manager

(360) 725-2531
JohnsDA2@dshs.wa.gov 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 


Home and Community-Based Services 
New Freedom waiver Transition Plan 


Public Comment Period 
 
A final federal rule, published in January 2014, created requirements for home and community-
based settings in Medicaid programs operated under sections 1915(c), 1915(i), and 1915(k) of 
the Social Security Act.   The requirements support opportunities to maximize access to the 
benefits of community living and to receive services in the most integrated setting for Home 
and Community-Based Service program participants. States are required to submit a waiver 
specific transition plan to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) when an 
existing waiver is amended or renewed.   
 
The State Medicaid Agency in conjunction with DSHS, will be submitting a waiver renewal 
application along with a waiver specific transition plan to CMS for the New Freedom waiver 
(#WA0443).  The plan describes to CMS how DSHS will comply with the new requirements.  
The plan includes an assessment of how Washington’s regulations, standards, policies, 
licensing requirements, and other provider requirements ensure settings that comply with the 
requirements. The plan also describes actions DSHS will take to assure full and ongoing 
compliance with the HCBS settings requirements, including specific timeframes for identified 
actions.  
 
The draft transition plan and the renewal application is available on the DSHS website at: 
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/stakeholders/home-and-community-based-services-
rules.  A paper copy of the draft transition plan and the waiver renewal application is available 
upon request by contacting Debbie Johnson at the address listed below or calling 1-800-422-
3263 and selecting option #6.  
 
DSHS welcomes all comments on the draft transition plan and/or the renewal application for 
the New Freedom waiver.  Comments may be submitted to DSHS through the website 
address listed above.   Additionally, comments may be mailed to Debbie Johnson at the 
address listed below.  DSHS will receive comments through close of business on February 20, 
2015.   
 
Debbie Johnson, Home and Community Services Division 
Aging and Long-Term Support Administration 
P.O. Box 45600 
Olympia, WA 98504-5600 
 


Post this flyer from January 21, 2015 through end of day on February 20, 2015 
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