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	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) Regional Administrators


	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division

Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Developmental Disabilities Administration


	SUBJECT: 
	ALTSA Internet Webpage for the New Home and Community Based Services Federal Rules


	PURPOSE:
	To inform staff about a new ALTSA Internet webpage.


	BACKGROUND:
	A final federal rule, published in January 2014 and effective March 17, 2014, established requirements for home and community-based settings in Medicaid HCBS programs operated under sections 1915(c), 1915(i), and 1915(k) of the Social Security Act.  The rule created a more outcome-oriented definition of home and community-based settings, rather than one based solely on a setting’s location, geography or physical characteristics.  

These regulatory changes support opportunities to maximize access to the benefits of community living and to receive services in the most integrated setting for HCBS program participants. 

ALTSA and the Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) are conducting an assessment of settings where Medicaid funded home and community based services are provided and preparing a report for CMS that will include a transition plan for settings that are determined to have institutional characteristics.   

The transition plan is being developed with public, Tribal and stakeholder input and will include actions the state will take to address identified issues. Those steps may include revised contractual requirements, standardized residential admission agreements, changes to licensing survey elements and potential changes to WAC. 
   

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR
CLARIFIED
 
	A new Internet webpage has been developed so that staff and other stakeholders may learn about the federal changes.


	ACTION:
	· Refer to the new Internet webpage to learn about the new rules and Washington State’s transition plan.  The new page is located here:  http://www.altsa.dshs.wa.gov/stakeholders/hcbs/.  Staff may want to bookmark or save this page to their “favorites” and occasionally review the webpage to ensure they have the most up-to-date information.

· If staff receive questions from stakeholders about the new HCBS rules, they should refer the stakeholders to this webpage.  Publication of the page is also being provided through other methods such as presentations, facility visits, and through stakeholder organizations.

· AAA, HCS, and DDA staff may provide comments or ask questions through this webpage as well.  



	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	None
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	CONTACT(S):
	Barbara Hanneman, HCS Medicaid Unit Manager
(360) 725-2525
hannebj@dshs.wa.gov 

Bob Beckman, DDA Interim Waiver Services Unit Manager
(360) 725-3415
Bob.beckman@dshs.wa.gov
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