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H14-003 – Policy and Procedure
 January 15, 2014
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors 

Home & Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) Regional Administrators

	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division


	SUBJECT: 
	Specialized Dementia Care Program Eligibility Updates

	Purpose:
	To inform staff of eligibility updates for the Specialized Dementia Care Program (SDCP)

	Background:
	SDCP began as a pilot project in 1999 serving 100 individuals. The University of Washington evaluated the effectiveness of the program and Standards of Care were adopted and placed into WAC 388-110-220(3) in 2003. Individuals served in this program have greater cognitive impairment and more behavioral disturbance than those residing in traditional Assisted Living Facility settings. Participation in SCDP has shown to significantly delay nursing home placement.   

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	· Effective February 1, 2014, SDCP eligibility will be listed in WAC 388-106-0033.
· The new eligibility language is consistent with language used in the Department’s CARE assessment tool. 
· The SDCP Eligibility Checklist, DSHS #14-534 is being updated and will also be available February 1st.

· Individuals previously approved for placement who are already residing in a SDCP who do not meet revised eligibility criteria may remain in the program.  
· SSPS Service Code 5227 for SDCP will be published in the SSPS Manual Appendix A.


	ACTION:
	· Effective February 1, 2014, use the new eligibility criteria when considering placement in an SDCP-contracted bed. 

· Use the revised eligibility checklist, (DSHS form # 14-534 updated 12/2013) available on the DSHS forms website to request pre-approval from ALTSA Headquarters before authorizing new individuals for the SDCP.
· Training is being offered by Webinar January 22, 2014 from 9:00 – 10:30 and an invitation to join has been sent to all field offices. Staff who would like to join the Webinar should ask local JRP/FSA for the webinar link.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	The Long-term Care Manual Chapter 8, Residential Services, is being reviewed for updates. The ALTSA Internet and Intranet sites will be updated. 

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	SDCP Eligibility Checklist form # 14-534: http://asd.dshs.wa.gov/forms/wordforms/adobe/14_534.pdf 
(The checklist is also posted on the ALTSA Internet website under HCS/AAA- Resource – Contractors -Specialized Dementia Care - Program Eligibility Checklist)

	CONTACT(S):
	Judi Plesha, Residential Policy and Resources Program Manager
(360) 725-3220

pleshjm@dshs.wa.gov



