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H14-001- Information
January 2, 2014 
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors
Home and Community Services (HCS) Regional Administrators

Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) Regional Administrators

	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division
Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Developmental Disabilities Administration

	SUBJECT: 
	Changes to Benefits Available to Medicaid Recipients


	Purpose:
	To provide overview of new or changing benefits available to Medicaid recipients beginning January 1, 2014

	Background:
	There are several new benefits available to Medicaid recipients in 2014.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	Effective January 1, 2014 the following changes will be made to the medical benefits available under the Medicaid State Plan operated by the Health Care Authority (HCA):

Adult Dental Services:  Dental health benefits are being restored for individuals 21 years of age and older. Clients should make sure their chosen dentist is enrolled as a Medicaid provider.
Mental Health Services:  In 2014 there will be no limits on the number of visits a Medicaid client can schedule in a calendar year for mental health services.  If the individual meets access to care standards he/she will be referred to the Regional Support Network (RSN) for an assessment and/or possible treatment.

Expanded Pool of Licensed Providers:  Coverage is expanding so clients can receive mental health services from Licensed Advanced Social Workers, Licensed Independent Social Workers, Licensed Mental Health Counselors, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists and Psychologists in addition to the current mental health providers. Providers must be enrolled with Medicaid.  Note: this is not a change for children and youth under the age of 21.

Preventative Care Shingles Vaccine:  Apple Health will cover the shingles vaccination for clients 60 years of age and older. There is evidence from the Food and Drug Administration that being of age 60 or older is the most effective time to receive the vaccine.  People can get shingles even if they have had it previously.  

Oral Contraception:  Eligible clients will have the option to fill birth control prescriptions for a 12-month period instead of only one and three-month increments.
Early Intervention Screening for Substance Abuse:  Services may be provided by trained, certified medical providers who conduct screening, brief intervention, and referral for treatment for individuals who may be facing challenges with substance abuse, including alcohol, drugs and tobacco.  Training shall be provided through the HCA over the next several years to medical providers who want to provide this service.

Screening of Children for Autism:  Apple Health’s enrolled primary care physicians can screen children less than three years of age to assess for autism.
Licensed Naturopathic Physicians serving as Primary Care Doctors:  Individuals possessing a Washington Department of Health Naturopathic Physician license shall be able to provide primary care services including diagnosing, administering vaccines and immunizations, provide referrals to specialists, conduct minor office procedures, and write limited Food and Drug Administration-approved prescriptions.  They must be enrolled as a Medicaid provider.

Vendors that Provide Wheelchairs and Accessories:  Apple Health will provide coverage of wheelchairs and accessories from vendors that are Medicare certified to provide Complex Rehabilitation Technology items.  Complex Rehabilitation Technology items serve patients with serious medical conditions, and Medicare recognizes the specialized nature of the Complex Rehabilitation Technology.


	ACTION:
	Provide information to clients/representatives when needed.

	Related 
REFERENCES:  
	Link to HCA website describing the benefit changes: http://www.hca.wa.gov/medicaid/Pages/benefit_changes.aspx



	ATTACHMENT(S):  
CONTACT(S): 
	 None
Debbie Johnson, HCS Waiver Program Manager

(360) 725-2531

JohnsDA2@dshs.wa.gov
Terry Hehemann,  DDA Program Manager

(360) 725-3456

Teresa.Hehemann@dshs.wa.gov
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