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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration

Home and Community Services Division

PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600

HCS MANAGEMENT BULLETIN
H13-045 – Information
July 25, 2013 
	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

	FROM:
	Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	Washington State Council on Aging Vacancies

	Purpose:
	To solicit applications for three at-large positions Due Date: August 19 2013

	Background:
	The Washington State Council on Aging (SCOA) provides advice to the Governor, the Secretary of the Department of Social and Health Services and Aging and Disability Services on all matters pertaining to policies, programs, and services affecting the quality of life of older persons, with a special concern for the low-income and frail elderly.  It also acts to create public awareness of the special needs and potentialities of older persons.  

The State Council on Aging meets eight times per year in the SeaTac area.  This is a volunteer position and members are reimbursed for travel expenses and per diem.  

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR CLARIFIED
	The State Council on Aging is recruiting to fill  the following:

· Eastern Washington: Two at-large positions
· Western Washington: One at-large position
The Gubernatorial appointments of at-large members are intended to ensure that rural areas (those areas outside of a standard metropolitan statistical area), minority populations, and those individuals with special skills which could assist the State Council are represented. The Governor requests a minimum of 2 applications for each vacancy
The three-year term for these positions will start September 15, 2013 and will end September 14, 2016.  The successful applicant will be eligible to apply for a second three-year term.  
The State Council on Aging is seeking active leaders from the community who are committed to advocating for the elderly; drawing attention to the significant increase in the senior population occurring over the next 3 decades & the need for aging ready community planning; and contributing to the discussion about how our long term supports system can adapt to meet increased need. 
Applicants must be age 55 or older and have a background in issues related to aging and disability. Applicants for the Western Washington position must reside in a western county and applicants for the Eastern Washington positions must reside in an eastern county. Preference will be given to persons who are consumers, retired, minority individuals and/or are persons with disabilities.  The State Council on Aging typically meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the SeaTac area and expenses are reimbursed.

	ACTION:
	Persons who are eligible and interested in serving on the State Council on Aging are invited to submit letters of interest along with their resumes to the Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions at. https://fortress.wa.gov/es/governor/boardsapplication. Applicants who cannot access the online application process may request a hard copy of the application by contacting Molly Keenan, Director of Boards and Commissions at (360) 902-4110.


	Related 
REFERENCES:
	43.20A.680
State council on aging established.

43.20A.685
State council on aging -- Membership -- Terms – 

Vacancies -- Chairperson -- Secretary -- Compensation of legislative members.

43.20A.690
State council on aging -- Meetings -- Compensation of 

non-legislative members.

43.20A.695
State council on aging -- Powers and duties -- Bylaws.



	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	State Council on Aging Functions and Membership Responsibilities:

[image: image1.emf]State Council on  Aging Functions & Member Responsibilities.doc

                                               
https://fortress.wa.gov/es/governor/boardsapplication
WA State Boards & Commissions Membership Handbook:
http://www.governor.wa.gov/boards/resources/handbook.pdf


	CONTACT(S):
	Rosemary Biggins

State Unit on Aging Program Manager

(360) 725-2466

biggire@dshs.wa.gov
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State Council on Aging Functions and Member Responsibilities



Statutory Powers and Duties

RCW 43.20A.695  


(1) The State Council has the following powers and duties:


a. To serve in an advisory capacity to the Governor, the Secretary of the Department of Social and Health Services, and the State Unit on Aging on all matters pertaining to policies, programs, and services affecting the quality of life of older persons;


b. To create public awareness of the special needs and potentialities of older persons;


c. To provide for self-advocacy by older citizens of the state through sponsorship of training, legislative and other conferences, workshops and such other methods as may be deemed appropriate.


(2)
The council shall establish bylaws to aid in the performance of its powers and duties.


The duties of the Council are carried out in a variety of ways, but may include making recommendations, writing letters of support or opposition, sponsoring events, and advocating directly to policymakers and legislators.


Member Responsibilities


Members are expected to:


1. “Represent only themselves, not the agency or organization with which they may be affiliated in terms of employment or other associations.  Members are expected to bring their own unique expertise, principals and viewpoints to the State Council.” [From the State Council on Aging By-laws, Section III3 Duties.]


2. Attend all regularly scheduled Council meetings.  These meetings occur on the fourth Tuesday of each month except for July, August and December.


3. Keep informed of the needs of older persons in the geographic area represented, including those who are lower-income, have ethnic or racial minority status, and live in rural areas.  Some ways members can stay informed are to:


· be active in organizations that serve or represent the interests of older adults;


· attend activities at senior centers and other venues or events;


· serve on area agency on aging (AAA) advisory councils or other relevant boards;  


· participate in AAA area plan process; 


· attend forums about issues relating to older individuals;


· be politically and civically active;


· keep abreast of issues through the media.


4. Communicate the needs and concerns of older persons to the Governor and the Department of Social and Health Services, Aging and Long Term Support Administration (DSHS/ALTSA) by participating fully at State Council meetings and following through with decisions made by the Council.


5. Bring to bear members’ years of experience and wisdom and their knowledge of the needs of older adults to assist ALTSA to solve problems, address issues, and develop programs to carry out its mission, particularly with respect to older adults.  


6. Volunteer for subcommittees, special projects, or to represent the Council on other boards or at events.
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