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H12-056 – Procedure
 August 9, 2012
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director, Home and Community Services Division

Chanh Ly, Director, Management Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	Respite Care Services and Other Non-Core Personal Care Services Funding Source Billing Options Related to Participant Contributions 

	Purpose:
	To clarify which funding source is appropriate to expend in relation to participant contributions utilized for respite care and other non-core personal care services. 

	Background:
	For state-funded respite care services under the Family Caregiver Support Program (FCSP), the statute RCW 74.41 requires a sliding fee scale be utilized when a caregiver is authorized to receive these services.  Currently, the Senior Citizens Services Act (SCSA) scale is applied to the monthly income of the care receiver to determine their share of the respite services cost.  
For the respite care services funded under the Older Americans Act through the Title IIIE-National Family Caregiver Support Program, the OAA’s Section 315 Consumer Contributions policy states that an individual must be informed that they cannot be denied services for their failure to make a cost sharing payment. 
Similarly, when choosing a funding source for non-core personal care services, SCSA requires cost sharing at certain income levels, but OAA’s Title IIIB follows the same policy as OAA Title IIIE above. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	There is an inherent conflict between the state and federal statutes in regards to participant contributions for respite care and non-core personal care services for WA State.   A change is needed in order to bring the State and the Area Agencies on Aging into compliance with the federal statute.  



	ACTION:
	1) What options do the AAAs have regarding the Respite Care and non-core personal care services payments?
Beginning October 1, 2012, Area Agencies on Aging will have two options regarding how to pay for respite care services:  
1. All respite care services can be paid from the state-funded Family Caregiver Support Program allocation which allows up to 53% of the total budget to be focused on this service; OR 
2. Respite care services can be paid from the National Family Caregiver Support Program only for care receivers whose monthly income is below 40% of the state median income (SMI) as this income level is exempted from any required financial participation.  In this strategy, the State funding can be for those 40% or above of the SMI.
National Family Caregiver Support Program funding could also be used to fund any respite care services when the AAA exercises the new option to grant an exception to the participation requirement. (WAC 388-106-1225, effective July 15, 2012) 
Similarly, beginning October 1, 2012, AAAs must utilize SCSA funding for non-core personal care services when an individual has income 40% or above of the State Median Income instead of Title IIIB of the OAA.
2) Can the AAAs change their option for which funding source they use to bill for respite care services in relations to participant contributions?
Yes, AAAs will have the ability to change their options to best meet their program and budget needs.

3) Does ADSA need to be notified of which option the AAA chooses to use for billing respite care services based on participant contributions?

No, ADSA does not need to be notified; however each AAA will need to have this information available during any monitoring or audits. 
4) When will this change take effect?

AAAs will need to implement this billing policy and practice no later than October 1, 2012.


	Related 
REFERENCES:
	WAC 388-106-1225
OAA Section 315.(a) 5

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Hilari Hauptman, Kinship and Family Caregiver Program Manager
(360) 725-2556
Hilari.hauptman@dshs.wa.gov  
Leigh Wellcome, Family Caregiver Program Manager/AAA Liaison/Legal Services Developer 

(360) 725-2547

Wellcla1@dshs.wa.gov 
For fiscal questions, contact:
Anna Glaas, Grants Unit Supervisor

(360) 725-2374
glaasAG@dshs.wa.gov 
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