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[bookmark: _GoBack]March 22, 2012

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Regional Administrators
Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	April 2012 Federal Poverty Level (FPL) Changes

	PURPOSE:
	To notify HCS and AAA staff of their responsibilities to adjust client payments for their services effective April 1, 2012.

	BACKGROUND:
	The federal government updates the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) standards every year in April. The FPL is an income standard used for initial eligibility for Medicare Savings Programs and in participation calculations for some Medicaid clients who receive long-term care services.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR
CLARIFIED
 
	Effective April 1, 2012:
· The COPES maintenance needs (PNA) allowance for a single client at home will increase from $908 to $931.00. 
· The maximum Housing Maintenance Allowance (MIIE) will increase to $931.00 per month. 
· See the attached chart for changes to the income standards for the Medicare Savings program.

ACES parameters were updated with the new standards.  Participation for April 2012 and ongoing was recalculated on March 10, 2012 for COPES and New Freedom in-home clients.  Revised award letters were sent for any clients who had a change in participation.


	ACTION:
	Action Required by Social Service Workers:
Review and update client participation in SSPS. Use the ACES letter 018-01 in your Barcode To-Do list to determine the amount of change.  

Action Required by Financial Workers: 
Determine if the food assistance medical expense deduction needs to be updated on the MEDX screen in ACES for waiver clients with food assistance and a participation requirement. Most offices should have a locally stored Barcode query they use for this purpose. If not, choose the Statewide view option in the Site Scope drop-down menu on the Adhoc Reports library screen and find the query called “Active FS/L22 w/participation for one office”. Insert your office number where it is indicated.

	RELATED 
REFERENCES:
	EAZ manual LTC standards chart

EAZ manual LTC PNA chart

	 
	

	CONTACT(S):
	David Armes, Financial Unit Manager
(360) 725-2318
armesjd@dshs.wa.gov
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