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H11- 037 – Information
July 13, 2011 
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Regional Administrators

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director, Home and Community Services Division

Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities 

	SUBJECT: 
	Legislation Gives Washington State Medicaid Clients Access to Low-Cost Eyeglass Lenses, Frames, Contacts

	Purpose:
	To provide information regarding low-cost access for vision hardware for Medicaid clients. 

	Background:
	Vision aides were eliminated for clients of the Medicaid program ages 21 and older effective January 1, 2011. Legislation passed during this year’s session will help Medicaid clients.



	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	Legislation passed during this year's regular legislative session will help state Medicaid clients affected by a budget cut that eliminated coverage of frames, lenses and contacts from the medical assistance program this year.

Under the new law, Airway Heights' Correctional Industries Optical center, which is the manufacturer of vision hardware for the Medicaid program, will continue to make the items that are prescribed by Medicaid providers. The Spokane center now will charge doctors for the actual cost of producing the glasses, and doctors will be able to pass that same charge along to clients.

The legislation assumes that eye doctors and centers will not make a profit on the transactions. Prices are expected to range around $20 for a pair of glasses.

None of the cuts affected children’s benefits. The cuts also did not change coverage of eye or hearing exams for adults. Those remain covered by Medicaid.

Medicaid clients who are interested in obtaining new eyeglasses should talk to their optometrist, ophthalmologist or primary care provider.



	ACTION:
	None needed.  Clients should ask their providers to call the toll-free Airway Heights number – 1-888-606-7788 – and the customer service center there will advise them.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	For questions regarding Nursing Services/other health care services/resources:

Candace (Candy) Goehring, Clinical Effectiveness and Performance Improvement Unit, HCS
(360) 725-2562

goehrcs@dshs.wa.gov
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