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H10- 020 – Information
March 8, 2010
	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors
Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	Adding the Justice Information System (JIS) to the Background Check Process 

	Purpose:
	To inform HCS, AAAs and contracted home care agencies about the addition of JIS to the background check process

	Background:
	The Washington State Patrol (WSP) database is the designated law enforcement state repository for Washington State criminal history.  The JIS is the primary information system for Washington courts, and serves as a statewide clearinghouse for criminal history information, domestic violence protection orders, and outstanding warrants.
Although both include criminal history, not all convictions entered into the JIS database appear in the WSP database. BCCU compared information from WSP and JIS on 1,000 background checks for one week, and found that a significant number had additional convictions in JIS not reported by the WSP.  
As a result, DSHS determined the risk for vulnerable adults, juveniles and children was significant and JIS information needed to be included in background checks.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	Searching JIS will impact the BCCU workload and initially turnaround times will increase.  DSHS is working to automate the JIS data search to reduce workload impacts and improve turnaround time and BCCU will provide updates through the BCCU ListServ.  
Effective immediately, BCCU will include JIS in all background checks.

	ACTION:
	None.  

	RELATED REFERENCES:
ATTACHMENTS: 
	

	CONTACT(S):
	Sue McDonough, Program Manager

(360) 725-2533

Susan.mcdonough@dshs.wa.gov
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