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H07- 047 – Procedure
July 23, 2007
	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Region 4 Regional Administrator

Area Agency on Aging (AAA) PSA 4 Director

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director,  Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	New Long-Term Care Manual Chapter, New Freedom Consumer Directed Care Waiver

	Purpose:
	To announce the release of the New Freedom Chapter.  Please note: New Freedom is currently only available in King County.

	Background:
	New Freedom is a new HCBS 1915(c) waiver designed for eligible adults, age 18 and older that allows clients a broad latitude in designing services to meet their needs within a set monthly budget.  They can choose the amount and type of services that meet their needs as long as they have sufficient funds in their budget.  The program provides flexibility to quickly adjust services and allows consumers to exercise more decision-making authority and to take primary responsibility for obtaining services.  
The broad categories of allowable service under the waiver include:
1. Personal Assistance Services (PAS): Supports involving the labor of another person to help waiver clients carry out everyday activities they are unable to perform independently.

2. Treatment and Health Maintenance Supports: Supports and services categorized here include those typically performed or provided by people with specialized skills, certification or licenses.

3. Individual Directed Goods, Services, and Supports: Services, equipment, or supplies, not otherwise provided through this waiver or through the Medicaid State Plan that address an identified need in CARE and the Person-Centered Spending Program (PCSP).  Goods, services, equipment, and other supports that allow the client to function more independently, increase safety and welfare, or allow the person to perceive, control, or communicate with his/her environment.
4. Environmental and Vehicle Modifications: Modifications to a client’s residence or vehicle necessary to accommodate the client’s disability and promote functional independence, health, safety and welfare.

5. Training and Educational Supports: Training or education on a client’s health issues or personal skill development.  This can also include training to paid or unpaid caregivers related to the needs of the client.

New Freedom functional and financial eligibility is the same as COPES eligibility.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	This new chapter outlines the procedures used to help clients access New Freedom, features of the waiver, and how staff responsibilities are organized.

	ACTION:
	Use the New Freedom Chapter effective immediately (see link below).  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	New Freedom WAC 388-106-1400 through 1480

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	New Freedom – LTC Manual Chapter

	CONTACT(S):
	Rosemary Biggins, Program Manager 
(360) 725-2466

biggire@dshs.wa.gov
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