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H06-049 – Procedure
July 6, 2006

	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	Bird Flu Pandemic Planning

	Purpose:
	To protect older adults and assure continued services in the event of a flu pandemic.

	Background:
	· The US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has developed the DHHS Pandemic Influenza Plan which is a blueprint for pandemic influenza preparation and response.

· The DHHS plan provides guidance to national, state and local policy makers and health departments.

· The goal is to achieve a state of readiness and quick response.

· The US Administration on Aging (AoA) has submitted a Pandemic Flu Plan to DHHS that can serve as a model for your agencies pandemic flu plan. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	The US Department of Health and Human Services has sent us notice that preparation for the emergence of the bird flu in America must be renewed at every level.  In an effort to prepare, we are urging each AAA to contact and partner with your local health jurisdictions to enhance coordination and accelerate preparedness in meeting the needs of seniors in the event of a flu pandemic. 

	ACTION:
	Contact your local health jurisdictions to ensure the interests of seniors are addressed in pandemic flu plans.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	Administration on Aging Pandemic Flu Plan



 HYPERLINK "http://www.aoa.gov/" 

Administration on Aging website



 HYPERLINK "http://www.pandemicflu.gov/" 

US Department of Health and Human Services Pandemic Flu website

AoA Emergency assistance  guides

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	

	CONTACT(S):
	Anne Vander Beek, Program Manager

(360) 725-2558

Vandea@dshs.wa.gov



























