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H06-037–Procedure
June 14, 2006

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Division Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

	FROM:
	Bill Moss, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	INCREASED PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE (PNA) FOR MEDICALLY NEEDY IN-HOME WAIVER (MNIW) RECIPIENTS EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2006

	Purpose:
	To notify staff that effective July 1, 2006, Home and Community Services will increase the amount of the Personal Needs Allowance (PNA) for Medically Needy In-Home Waiver (MNIW) recipients to 100% of the one-person Federal Poverty Limit (FPL). This is currently $817.

	Background:
	Under the MNIW program, federal rules limit the amount of PNA clients can keep to the Medically Needy Income Level (MNIL), currently $603.  This amount is significantly less than what is available to single clients receiving COPES services at home, currently $817.
HCS will fund the difference between the MNIL and FPL using state-only dollars beginning with services provided on or after July 1, 2006.  This amount will be used to calculate the client’s share toward the cost of services.  It cannot be used to determine the client’s eligibility for the MNIW program or to calculate spend down liability.


	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	Effective with MNIW services provided beginning July 1, 2006:

· Use 100% of the one-person Federal Poverty Limit (FPL) as the PNA when calculating the client’s share in the cost for services.  The FPL will be adjusted in April of each year.

· Continue to use the MNIL when determining client’s initial eligibility and spend down liability.  This amount is adjusted in January of each year.

	ACTION:
	Financial:

Effective with the July 2006 benefit month and ongoing: 

· For new MNIW clients:

· Continue to use the MNIL when calculating initial eligibility and spend down liability.  This amount is entered in the top portion of the MN Waiver calculator in the field labeled “In-home MNIL”.  See the example in Attachment A.

· Use the FPL as the PNA when calculating the client’s share toward the cost of services.  This amount is entered in the bottom “Client Responsibility” section of the MN Waiver calculator in the field labeled “PNA”.  See the example in Attachment A.

· Send an ACES Approval for LTC Medical Benefits 02-17 award letter explaining the client’s share in the cost of services to the client, representative, and social services worker.

· For existing MNIW clients:

· Obtain a list of your active MNIW clients from the MN Waiver website.
· Continue to use the MNIL when computing initial eligibility and spend down liability.  This amount is entered in the top portion of the MN Waiver calculator in the field labeled “In-home MNIL”.  See the example in Attachment A.

· Change the PNA to the FPL.  This amount is entered in the bottom “Client Responsibility” section of the MN Waiver calculator in the field labeled “PNA”.  See the example in Attachment A.

· Send an updated ACES Change in Participation Amount LTC 18-01 letter adjusting the client’s share in the cost of services to the client, representative, and social services worker.

Social Services:

Effective with the July 2006 benefit month and ongoing: 

· Upon receipt of the award letter, enter or adjust the participation line of the SSPS authorization using the MNIW SSPS code 5558.   

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	MN Waiver Website

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	Attachment A:  MN In-Home Waiver Calculator Example
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	CONTACT(S):
	David Armes, Waiver Program Manager
(360) 725-2535

armesjd@dshs.wa.gov
Peggy Rezac, Financial Service Program Manager Analyst

(360) 725-2582

rezacpi2@dshs.wa.gov
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Attachment A:  MN In-Home Waiver Calculator Example
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Continue to use the MNIL to calculate initial eligibility and spend down liability in the top portion of the calculator.







Enter the MNIL amount in the In-home MNIL field.  This is currently $603 (7/06).







Effective with MNIW benefits issued on or after July 1, 2006, use 100% of the FPL as the PNA.







Code 100% of the FPL in the PNA field.  This is currently $817 (7/06).







In-home MNIL












