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H05-096 – Procedure

December 8, 2005

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	SSI STATE SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENT (SSP) FOR DECEMBER 2005

	Purpose:
	To advise HCS and AAA staff about the 12/05 SSP payment amount and how the change will impact COPES and MPC clients.

	Background:
	Clients who receive SSI and are aged, blind or have an ineligible spouse, also receive a monthly state supplemental payment (SSP), unless they reside in a medical facility.  The state is required to expend the same amount of state supplement monies each year.  To balance the SSP budget, adjustments to the payment amount are made each December. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	· SSI clients who receive SSP will get an extra SSP payment in 12/05.

· The 12/05 payment amount will be $56.00 and is in addition to the regular SSP payment of $46.00.  Clients will receive a total SSP payment of $102 in 12/05.

· The extra $56 SSP will not be counted when computing 12/05 residential cost of care or result in a decrease in 12/05 food assistance benefits.

· January 2006 SSP payments will revert to $46.00.

	ACTION:
	No Action is necessary since we are not counting the extra SSP as income.

Social services staff will receive copies of the 2006 COLA award letters for COPES clients after November 23. Use these letters to update SSPS for January.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None. 

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	SSP Memo from the Directors:


[image: image1.emf]H:\MBs\In Process\ 2005\MLP\SSP CSD memo 11-05.doc



	CONTACT(S):
	Mary Lou Percival, Financial Program Manager

(360) 725-2318      Email: perciml@dshs.wa.gov 
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state of washington


department of social and health services


November 30, 2005


TO:

CSD Regional Administrators




HCS Regional Administrators




DDD Regional Administrators


FROM:
John Clayton, Director




Community Services Division




Duane French, Director




Division of Employment and Assistance Programs




Penny Black, Director




Home and Community Services




Linda Rolfe, Director




Division of Developmental Disabilities




Rob St. John, Director




Information Technology Division


SUBJECT:
December SSI State SupplementAL Payment Increased by $60

On December 1, 2005 approximately 29,000 people who are aged, blind, or have an ineligible spouse and receive a Supplemental Security Income (SSI) State Supplement Payment (SSP) from Economic Services Administration (ESA), received $60.00 in addition to their regular $46 SSP.  Mandatory Income Level (MIL) recipients did not receive the additional payment.  


Individuals who receive SSP from the Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) will not receive this retroactive payment unless they also receive SSP from ESA as a blind or aged individual or have an ineligible spouse. 


The state is required to expend the same amount of state supplement monies each year.  To balance the SSP budget, adjustments to the SSP payment amount are made as needed. This additional payment will assure that the state meets its federal SSP spending obligation for 2005.


The monthly $46 SSP will be budgeted in the same way that it is currently budgeted.  The additional $60 will be treated as a retroactive one-time lump-sum payment for the purposes of Basic Food and will not affect Basic Food or other benefits per WAC 388-455-0005.  
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http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/esa/eazmanual/Sections/lump_sum_pmnts.htm#TopOfPage

http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/esa/eazmanual/Sections/INCMtreat_chart.htm

The additional $60 will not be assigned as room and board for COPES and MPC residential clients.  


In summary, the impacts of this change are:


· SSI recipients who are aged, blind, or have an ineligible spouse and receive SSP will get a one time, retroactive lump sum increase of $60.00 in their SSP payment in December 2005.


· The December 2005 payment amount will be $106.


· The $60.00 increase in SSP will not be counted when computing food assistance benefits and will not decrease December 2005 food assistance benefits.


· The $60.00 increase in SSP will not be assigned as room and board for COPES and MPC residential clients.


· January 2006 SSP payments will revert to $46.00.


· Because this payment is being made at the same time Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA) is running, people who receive SSI State Supplemental Payments may receive multiple Automated Client Eligibility System (ACES) change letters for January 2006 food benefits.  All the change letters that are sent will be posted in Letter history so staff can refer to them if an SSP client contacts the Community Services Office (CSO) with questions.  


For additional information, please contact Pamela Raymond at raymopa@dshs.wa.gov or 


(360) 725-4611.


cc:
Steve Brink



Barbara Bucsko



John Culhane



Iris Green



Mike Hart



Guyce Lafavour



Mary Lou Percival



Leo Ribas
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