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H05-078 - Procedure

September 23, 2005

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services (HCS) Regional Administrators

Adult Protective Services (APS) Program Staff

Legal Benefits Advisors/Attorneys

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	APS Communication of Initial Substantiated Findings to the Home Care Quality Authority 

	Purpose:
	· This MB directs APS when and how to notify HCQA of an initial APS finding. 

	Background:
	· The HCQA established a Caregiver Referral Registry that is now available in several counties in Washington (see: http://www.hcqa.wa.gov/ )

· The HCQA Caregiver Referral Registry rules became effective August 1, 2005 (see WAC 257-10: http://www.leg.wa.gov/WAC/index.cfm?fuseaction=chapterdigest&chapter=257-10
· At the request of HCQA, APS is implementing the communication procedure described in this MB. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	· APS may become aware that an alleged perpetrator is on the HCQA Caregiver Referral Registry if informed by the alleged victim, the alleged perpetrator, or a mandatory reporter associated with the HCQA/Referral Registry making a report to APS.

· APS will begin notifying HCQA of substantiated initial findings when APS is aware that the alleged perpetrator is currently on the HCQA Caregiver Referral Registry.

	ACTION:
	Effective immediately:

· If APS becomes aware that an alleged perpetrator, in any open APS case, is a caregiver on the HCQA Caregiver Referral Registry, APS will notify HCQA when the investigation results in an initial substantiated finding.

· At the same time APS sends the initial substantiated finding notification letter to the alleged perpetrator, send or fax a copy of that letter to: 

Sherri Wills-Green, Referral Registry Program Manager

MS: 40940  or  Fax: 360-407-0304

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	RCW 74.34 Abuse of Vulnerable Adults
WAC 388-71-0100 through 388-71-01280 
Long-Term Care Manual, Chapter 6

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	None.

	CONTACT(S):
	Lori Melchiori, APS Program Manager

360-725-2531 or melchl@dshs.wa.gov 




























