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H05-072 – Procedure

September 16, 2005

	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors

Home and Community Services (HCS) Regional Administrators

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	certain aliens RECEIVING GENERAL ASSISTANCE (ga) ARE NOT ELIGIBLE foR mpc and waiver services.

	Purpose:
	To inform financial and social services staff that medical coverage will be changing for certain aliens receiving GA.  These clients are not eligible for Medicaid Personal Care (MPC) or waiver services. Services must be terminated by 10/31/05.

	Background:
	The ACES system does not support the federal law that bars certain aliens from receiving Categorically Needy (CN) medical benefits:

· Qualified aliens who cannot receive Medicaid for five years after obtaining status as a qualified alien;

· Aliens who are permanently residing in the U.S. under “color of law” (PRUCOL).

These clients have been receiving CN medical in error under the GA program for the aged, blind or disabled.  The correct program is GAU.  Under GAU, they are only eligible for the state-pay Medical Care Services (MCS) program.  MPC and waiver services are not covered under the MCS medical program.
Clients receiving GAU are eligible for nursing home care.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	The problem with the incorrect medical program being authorized by ACES will be corrected in the ACES system effective 11/1/05.
Clients in this group do not have the option of electing medical coverage under the Alien Emergency Medical (AEM) program (S07 medical coverage group in ACES) in order to retain services.  The department recently received a federal clarification that COPES level of care does not meet the criteria for a qualifying emergency medical condition.  The AEM WAC, 388-438-0110, is currently in the process of being amended.  A management bulletin will be issued soon to provide additional information about AEM policy for all of our clients.

	ACTION:
	Financial Staff:

· A list of clients who will lose CN medical November 1, 2005 will be distributed to the Regional Administrators and Financial Program Managers by e-mail.  An updated list will be provided in October 2005.

· Contact the client/representative to determine if the client has become a naturalized citizen (some married non-citizens can apply for naturalization after three years).

· Determine that the correct date of entry and immigration status is coded in ACES on the DEM1 and ALAS screens.

· If the client has not become naturalized and is not otherwise eligible for CN, advise the social services worker to terminate MPC or COPES services via the ACES letter 065-10 Financial/Social Services Communication.  For those clients who are subject to the 5 year ban, tell the social worker when the ban will expire.

· For new MPC and waiver service requests prior to 11/1/05, advise social service workers that the client is not eligible for services.

Social Services Staff:

· Prior to October 31, 2005, terminate MPC or COPES services for GA clients that financial staff have determined are no longer financially eligible for services.
· Advise clients that they may reapply for services when they meet the citizenship requirement or have been a legal permanent resident for 5 years.

· For clients who do not qualify for services, make referrals as appropriate to other agencies.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	WAC 388-424-0001 – Citizenship and alien status – Definitions

http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/esa/EAZMANUAL/Sections/CitizenGenElig.htm#WAC%20388-424-0001
WAC 388-424-0006 Citizenship and alien status – Date of Entry  http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/esa/eazmanual/Sections/CitizenRestricTANF.htm#388-424-0006
WAC 388-106-0310   Am I eligible for COPES-funded services?

http://www.leg.wa.gov/WAC/index.cfm?section=388-106-0310&fuseaction=section
WAC 388-106-0210   Am I eligible for MPC-funded services?  

http://www.leg.wa.gov/WAC/index.cfm?section=388-106-0210&fuseaction=section
Resources for Clients:

“When Can I Apply For Citizenship?” http://uscis.gov/graphics/services/factsheet/howdoi/B3.pdf
NW Immigrant Rights Project

909 Eighth Ave

Seattle, WA 98104

(206) 587-4009

http://www.nwirp.org/index.html
NW Justice Project

401 Second Ave S, Suite 407

Seattle, WA 98104

(206) 464-1519

http://www.nwjustice.org/


	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	Key to Client Spreadsheet:
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	CONTACT(S):
	Mary Lou Percival, Program Manager

360-725-2318 

Email: perciml@dshs.wa.gov
David Armes, Program Manager

360-725-2535
Email: armesjd@dshs.wa.gov
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Key to Client Spreadsheet


1. GA Program (column E)


· A – Aged


· D – Disabled


· X – Presumptive eligibility for SSI ( cases coded with X are probably errors)


2. Living Arrangement (column H)


· AH – At Home


· FH – Adult Family Home (only one case as far as we know)


3. INS Status (column I)


· CE – Conditional Entrant


· MM- Citizen of Marshall Islands/Micronesia


· PA – Permanent Resident Alien


· PL – Parolee


· PR – Permanent Resident under Color of Law (PRUCOL)


4. INS Status Date/USA Entry Date (columns J and K)


The 5 year ban is based on the USA entry date along with the INS status.


5. Refugee Entry Status (column L)


Whether the client entered the USA as a refugee (RF) or not (NR). Clients coded as RF should be looked at closely – they may be eligible for CN and have incorrect coding for other valid values on the ALAS screen.


6. Alien Status (column M)


· NF – Non-Federally Qualified


· NQ – Non-Qualified


The alien status is a new field that will be displayed on the ACES STAT screen. This is a field that is automatically completed by ACES based on ALAS screen data elements. Clients coded as NF are subject to a 5 year ban. Clients coded as NQ will never be eligible for CN unless they become citizens.



