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H05-035 – Information
May 26, 2005

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging Directors

Division of Developmental Disabilities Regional Administrators

Home and Community Services Financial Program Managers

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division
Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT: 
	INCREASE IN PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE (PNA) FOR CLIENTS IN MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS

	Purpose:
	To inform staff that the PNA for clients in medical institutions will increase by $10 in July 2005. 

	Background:
	The legislature provided funding for this increase during the 2005 session for the 2005 – 2007 biennium.  The PNA has been $41.62 since July of 1988.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	The legislature provided funds to increase the PNA from $41.62 per month to $51.62 per month for clients who reside in these institutional settings and pay participation:

· Nursing Facilities

· Residential Habilitation Centers

· State Mental Hospitals
Institutionalized clients who receive a state supplemental payment (SSP) to their SSI income in lieu of a personal needs allowance will receive a $10 per month increase in their SSP amount.

General Assistance (GAU and GAX) clients will not receive the $10 increase. The grant standard for clients in medical institutions will remain at $41.62. The legislature did not provide funding for clients receiving General Assistance.

	ACTION:
	No action is required by field staff. 

The parameters in ACES for the PNA deduction and the SSP grant amount will be adjusted. A mass modification will be done prior to July 1st that will generate letters to the clients, client representatives and the facilities to let them know about the changes in participation and SSP grant amounts. WAC for these changes will be published as soon as possible.

	RELATED REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENTS:
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Mary Lou Percival

Financial Program Manager

(360) 725-2318

perciml@dshs.wa.gov


cc: 
Duane French


Mark Westenhaver


Pam Raymond

