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H04-088 – Policy/Procedure

October 26, 2004

	TO: 
	Area Agency on Aging Directors

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT:
	REVISED OLDER AMERICANS ACT SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM STANDARDS 

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this MB is to issue the final revised Senior Nutrition Program Standards, formerly the Congregate Nutrition Services Program Standards, and Home-Delivered Nutrition Services Program Standards

	Background:
	· The Congregate and Home-Delivered Nutrition Services Standards are the requirements for operating Older Americans Act congregate and home-delivered nutrition services. 

· The program standards needed to be updated to reflect current law and dietary guidelines, and to clarify policy on various issues that have arisen since the standards were last updated in 1990.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	The program standards for the Congregate and Home-Delivered Nutrition Services have been combined into one set of standards and are now called the Senior Nutrition Program Standards (attached).  The revised standards reflect:

· Changes in the 2000 Reauthorization of the Older Americans Act, the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, and the Dietary Reference Intakes;

· Recommendations of the Issue Panel on Dietary Reference Intakes and Dietary Guidelines in Older Americans Act Nutrition Programs;

· Recommendations from the standards work group;

· Over 100 comments from AAAs and nutrition services providers.

Specific changes are summarized in the attached “Comment Summary”.  

	ACTION:
	Effective January 1, 2005, Area Agencies on Aging must implement the new standards in their Senior Nutrition Programs.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENT(S):
	H04-088A1-Senior Nutrition Program Standards
H04-088A2-Comments Summary

	CONTACT(S):
	Kim Kelley, Program Manager

360-725-2558

kelleke@dshs.wa.gov 








