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H04-030– Policy / Procedure
April 30, 2004

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging Directors

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division

	SUBJECT: 
	IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW MEDICALLY NEEDY IN-HOME WAIVER (MNIW) PROGRAM

	Purpose:
	To inform field staff of a new medically needy in-home waiver program (MNIW).

	Background:
	· In 2001, two medically needy (MN) waiver programs were approved and funded by legislature.  Funding was removed for the in-home program in 2002. 

· March 2003, the medically needy residential waiver (MNRW) opened. 

· Current legal agreement requires ADSA to implement a medically needy in-home program by May 2004.  This waiver can serve up to 200 clients.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	Policy:

Effective May 1, 2004 Clients must have a CARE assessment completed and the cost of care sent to financial on a 14-443 to determine if the client meets program eligibility.  Once eligibility is established, anytime there is a change in the services or cost of care, financial eligibility must be reestablished before services can be authorized.  

You may not authorize any payments for this waiver before May 1, 2004.
Clients who may be eligible include individuals who:

· Are at NF level of care and want waiver services;

· Are not eligible for the COPES waiver due to income;

· Are interested in receiving services in their own home as defined in 388-71-0202;

· Meet the functional and financial eligibility for the program;

· Monthly cost of care exceeds their countable income (as determined by financial).

Procedure:

1. Use the Social Service/Financial Service communication form 14-443 to communicate the appropriate information to financial.  The form has been updated to include this program and is now available online.
2. Financial will made a determination and open MNIW clients for a 3 or 6-month period based on information that social services provides.

3. Use the newly developed SSPS code 5500 for this program (effective and online as of May 1, 2004).  

4. Financial workers will enter MNIW information into the MN database and process client in ACES.

5. Clients who apply or express interest in the program and do not receive services are referred to HQ per MB H04-021.

6. HQ will monitor enrollment and notify the field if a wait list becomes necessary.

For further information

· Visit the MN website which has been updated to include the MNIW. 

· View the PowerPoint and training packet used in recent training that is posted on the website.

	ACTION:
	Effective May 1, 2004, implement the above policy and procedures for authorizing the MNIW program for eligible clients.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	MB H04-021
MN website 

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	Updated sections of:

WAC 388-71
WAC 388-72A
WAC 388-515-1550

	CONTACT(S):
	Marrianne Backous, HCBS Program Manager

Phone: 360-725-2535

Email: backomr@dshs.wa.gov 

Mary Lou Percival, Financial Program Manager

Phone: 360-725-2318

Email: perciML@dshs.wa.gov 

Peggy Rezac, Financial Program Manager

Phone: 360-725-2582

Email: rezacPI2@dshs.wa.gov 

Dan Murphy, Chief, State Unit on Aging

Phone: 360-725-2555

Email: murphDK@dshs.wa.gov 
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