[image: image1.png]STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
PO Box 45600 - Olympia, WA 98504-5600

HCS MANAGEMENT BULLETIN





H04-009– Policy / Procedure
February 18, 2004

	TO: 
	Home and Community Services Regional Administrators

Area Agency on Aging Directors

Division of Developmental Disabilities Regional Administrators

	FROM:
	Penny Black, Director, Home and Community Services Division

Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT: 
	DECISION MAKING IN CARE

	Purpose:
	To clarify the coding of the Decision Making item in CARE

	Background:
	Some clients are being incorrectly coded as being Severely Impaired in their ability to make decisions about tasks or activities of daily living. 

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	If the client never (or rarely) makes decisions about their daily routine, despite being provided with opportunities and appropriate cues, the correct code would be Severely Impaired. Daily routine refers to deciding what to wear, when and what to eat as well as having and expressing preferences. 

If the client attempts to make decisions, although poorly, the correct code will be Moderately Impaired.  If their behaviors demonstrate that they are making poor decisions and require supervision and cueing from a caregiver, they are moderately impaired. 

A client who functions well in a familiar environment but struggles with decision making in a different setting, would be coded as Modified Independence. 

	ACTION:
	Confirm that the correct code has been selected for all pending assessments. Before coding the decision making item in future assessments, consult the F-1 help screen on the Decision Making screen or the Assesor’s Manual for guidance.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	None

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Terry Rupp, Program Manager          

Telephone: (360) 725-2353

Email:rupptl@dshs.wa.gov


