H04-054A1

Page 3

Kinship Caregivers Support Program (KCSP) Administration 

Program Requirements
Collaboration and Outreach for the KCSP

· In carrying out the Kinship Caregivers Support Program, each AAA must coordinate the activities of the agencies or the designated subcontractor with the activities of other public and private agencies or organizations providing services for kinship caregivers.

· The AAA or its subcontractor must conduct culturally relevant outreach for the KCSP to kinship caregivers and to possible referral agencies.

Eligibility for the KCSP

Persons eligible to receive funding from the Kinship Caregivers Support Program includes:

· a grandparent (or step grandparent) or a relative of any age raising a child, age 18 or younger, by blood or marriage and who lives with the child, and

· a relative who is the primary caregiver of the child because the biological or adoptive parents are unable or unwilling to serve as the primary caregiver of the child; and

· a relative who is raising the child either with a legal relationship; such as legal custody or guardianship or informally; and

· a relative who is at risk of not being able to continue kinship caregiving without additional financial support services

Persons ineligible to receive funding from the Kinship Caregivers Support Program include kinship caregivers who are licensed foster parents or those whose grandchildren have an open case with the state’s Child Welfare Services or Child Protective Services, and therefore have access to similar funding through the Relative Support Services Fund.

Uses for the KCSP funds

The Kinship Caregivers Support Program funds can be used to help pay for the cost of emergent needs incurred by grandparents or other relatives at the time a child(ren) comes to live with them as well as after the initial period.  

Examples of items for which the KCSP funds can be used include, but not limited to:  

· First/last month’s rent or utility hook-ups for relatives who must move in order to take a child into their home;

· One-time rent and/or utility assistance may be available on a case-by-case basis after all other rent/utility supports are accessed and when a family is at immediate risk of eviction and/or utility shut-off;

· Purchase of bedding, furniture, supplies, clothes, safety locks, etc. so that a child(ren) can live with the kinship caregiver;

· Facilitation of third party custody for relatives when all relevant parties agree upon the action.  Payment for services such as mediation, Guardian Ad Litem (GAL), court facilitation, attorney fees are allowed. *

· Gas and bus vouchers/car repairs;

· Food;

· Transition counseling for the kinship caregiver and child(ren) to adjust to their living arrangement;

· School supplies/uniforms/band instrument rentals/school field trips, etc.; 

· Sports and youth activity registrations/fees/uniforms;

· Durable medical equipment or assistive technology devices to benefit the child

· Medications for the child

· Tutoring; 

· Interpreter services; or

· Supervision for child(ren) during kinship caregiver appointments**.

*AAAs should establish lids for legal fees. For example; $1,000 for third party custody, $500 for GAL services, etc.

**A background check is required before payment can be authorized to an individual for supervision of children during caregiver appointments.

Determining individual kinship caregiver funding levels

AAAs or their designated subcontractors will screen kinship caregivers according to standardized procedures develop by the AAA to determine if and how much financial support may be available to meet specific needs of kinship caregivers.
· Those kinship caregivers experiencing the most urgent/emergency needs have the highest priority.  

· Alternate payment sources must be exhausted prior to authorizing payment to the kinship caregiver.

· The local AAA or its subcontractor(s) will determine the amount of financial support allocated to each individual kinship caregiver based on need and funding available.  

· Kinship caregivers may apply to the AAA or its subcontractor(s) for financial assistance one time per year. The financial support for a particular intervention may last no more than three months.  (If a fourth month is needed, an exception can be made and must be documented.) 

The KCSP funds are for expenses that have been or will be incurred by the relative caregiver.  The local AAA or its subcontractor(s) will manage the authorizations and develop a payment system for approved goods and services, which can include:  1) vouchers 2) purchase orders, and/or3) cash.  Cash may be provided to a third party service provider accompanied by a receipt, invoice or other documentation, but direct award of cash to a relative caregiver is not allowed.

· Depending on the needs presented by the kinship caregivers, more than one need may be addressed by the Kinship Caregivers Support Program funds.

· The funds cannot be used for ongoing benefits to meet basic needs such as ongoing rent or utility payments. 

· The KCSP funds are not permitted to pay for children’s medical or dental services.  

· The KCSP funds will not affect the TANF grant or food stamps for the relative caregivers.  

Reporting Requirements for the KCSP

Financial Reporting

To allow for accurate tracking of KCSP funds, ADSA requires that AAAs account for expenditures separate from other programs.  

The KCSP expenditures will be reported in three categories:

· Program Administration (limit of 10% of allocation for the AAA includes all costs and includes activities such as contracting and reporting),

· Service Delivery (maximum of 10% for costs associated with outreach, payment authorization, screening, background checks); and,  

· Payment for goods or services needed by eligible kinship caregivers.

Program Reporting

ADSA will provide to the AAAs a KCSP reporting form.  AAAs will need to report the following data information on a quarterly basis:

· Unduplicated Number of kinship caregivers served

· Unduplicated number of children served

· Age of kinship caregivers; 30-44, 45-59, 60-74, 75-84, 85+

· Gender of kinship caregivers

· Ethnicity/Race of kinship caregivers

· Primary Language of kinship caregivers 

· Caregivers’ relationship to children; grandparent or other relative

· Total persons in household

· Average annual household income of kinship caregivers:

Less than $5,000


$5,000 to $9,999

$10,000 to $19,000


$20,000 to $29,999

$30,000 to $39,000


$40,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $59,000


$60,000 to $69,999

$70,000+$

· Total number of kinship caregivers served in the following eight service categories

· Basic needs (housing, food, clothing, supplies)

· Legal services

· Transportation 

· School and youth activities 

· Interpreter services

· Assistive technology devices/durable medical equipment/medications

· Transition counseling services

· Other (please list)

Narrative Report

In the narrative section of the quarterly report, 

1) document the needs identified by kinship caregivers that could not be met by the existing Kinship Caregivers Support Program.  

2) develop at least one case example, which describes the circumstances and the needs of the participating caregiver, what the KCSP provided to the caregiver and the impact the intervention had on the kinship caregiver.  

3) submit copies of any public relations material(s) developed for the KCSP (including brochures, newspaper articles, flyers, etc.).

The narrative portion along with the data information will be used to explain to the legislature and other interested parties about the effectiveness of and need for support for the KCSP.  

