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	[bookmark: _GoBack]TO:
	Regional Administrators
Field Services Administrators
DDA Intake and Eligibility Supervisors and Staff
DDA Administrative Hearing Coordinators

	FROM:
	Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary
Developmental Disabilities Administration

	SUBJECT:
	DDA ELIGIBILITY CHAPTER 388-823 WAC REVISION

	PURPOSE:
	To announce the release of Chapter 388-823 WAC revision and related CARE changes.  

	BACKGROUND:
	Chapter 388-823 WAC was last revised in June 2005.  DDA is confident that the 2005 rules continue to meet legislative intent and are consistent with the statutory definition of “developmental disability.”  

However, over the years it has become evident that some language in the rule was confusing or may have led to inconsistent application of the rules.  In addition, the current rules rely on diagnostic criteria for the condition of autism that comes from the DSM-IV-TR, which has now been superseded by the DSM-5.  The diagnostic category in the DSM-5 is quite different from that in the DSM-IV-TR and it became necessary to address this difference with a rule change.

The intent of this revision is not to make significant changes in DDA eligibility criteria.  The intent is to make the rules clearer and easier to understand and implement both for Intake and Eligibility case managers and for the citizens of Washington who are interested in seeking DDA services.  

The new WAC revisions will be effective on July 1, 2014.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR CLARIFIED
	Notable changes to the eligibility rules are listed below.

· No requirement to review eligibility for adults reviewed or made eligible since June 2005 (implemented earlier via emergency rule change).

· Eligibility reviews for individuals reaching adulthood will happen between the 19th and 20th birthdays.

· Allows children starting at age four (4) to be made eligible under one of the primary conditions (other than developmental delay) and with no expiration at age ten (10).

· Allows children in the birth-to-three age group to be made eligible based on Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) eligibility.

· Allows DDA to administer the ICAP for any eligibility condition.

· Removes the “by definition” language in the ‘other condition” category, allowing individuals with significant functional limitations to be made eligible if they have a condition that causes intellectual and adaptive impairment.

· Added three new IQ tests to the list of acceptable tests.

· Allows the application of the criterion of “too severe to be tested” to all conditions requiring a FSIQ and for all ages.

· While continuing to accept (and give preference to) an autistic disorder diagnosis from the DSM-IV-TR, accept a DSM-5 diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder with additional criteria.

· Combines ‘another neurological” and ’other condition similar to intellectual disability” into a single category.

· Limits the acceptance of academic delays as evidence of substantial limitations only for individuals under the age of twenty (20.

Revisions to the CARE Intake and Eligibility screens and algorithms will reflect these changes: 

· The “Application Sent” date field has been removed as we only create a CARE record when a request for DDA determination has been received.

· Two of the three ‘drop-down’ fields on the Evidence Tracking Screen have been removed as the information is already part of the condition diagnosis.

· Options in the Eligible Condition Evidence bucket have been updated to reflect the minor changes in diagnoses.

· Options in the Substantial Limitation Evidence bucket have been updated to reflect the minor changes, including adding an additional adaptive skills test and adding an additional IQ standard.

· The Disability/Condition list has been updated.


· Review and Expiration Dates will accurately reflect the eligibility situation of the client.  For example:

· MICP eligibility expires at age 18;

· Eligibility for individuals with academic delays will expire at age 20; and

· Adult reviews will begin on the 19th birthday (a change from the 17th birthday).

· Eligibility PANs are updated to reflect these changes.

DDA Intake and Eligibility staff received training on the new rules prior to implementation.


	ACTION:
	Effective immediately:

· DDA Intake and Eligibility staff will apply the requirements in the revised rules beginning on the day they become effective.

· All related DDA Policies, Management Bulletins, and Intake and Eligibility forms will be revised by August 31, 2014.

· Additional training will be provided to other interested parties when requested.  Contact the program manager as necessary.

	RELATED REFERENCES:
	Chapter 388-823 WAC


	ATTACHMENTS:
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Linda Lunsford, Program Manager
360/725-3440
lunsfll@dshs.wa.gov
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