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DDA MANAGEMENT BULLETIN
D20-036 – Procedure  
October 1, 2020
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	TO:
	DDA Staff 

	FROM:
	Shannon Manion, Director of the Division of Field Services 

	SUBJECT:
	Adult Residential Point Prevalence COVID-19 Testing

	PURPOSE:
	To give guidance to DDA Field Services Staff regarding Nurse Delegators either performing or delegating the point prevalence testing in the client’s home.  This is an option available to the residential provider to identify staff, clients, or others living in the home who may have asymptomatic COVID-19 infections.  

	BACKGROUND:
	Residential providers received a letter from DDA about the Department of Health’s (DOH) plan to move forward with offering COVID-19 testing for all clients in Supported Living, Group Training Home, Group Home, Companion Home, and Alternative Living settings and their staff, and others who live in the home. The testing will be available for staff and clients who are either receiving or providing services in these settings, and others who live in the home.

Similar to other long-term care settings, some individuals who receive services in these settings are at risk for more severe outcomes if they become infected with COVID-19. Gaining an understanding of baseline rates of asymptomatic infection will help inform prevention and control efforts to limit transmission. The information will also be helpful in directing any recommendations for ongoing testing of clients, staff, and others who live in the home. It will also help residential providers develop the ability to perform testing in the event a staff or client develops symptoms, or in response to an outbreak in one of these settings. For all residential providers, the Department of Health (DOH) recommends providers make the best effort to complete testing by November 15, 2020. However, if a residential provider has performed testing of all clients and staff on or after July 1, 2020, they are exempt from this request.

DDA Field Service staff can authorize a contracted nurse delegator to directly collect specimens for clients who are supported in these settings.  A nurse delegator can also delegate the tasks to long term care staff under their RN scope of practice. The long term care worker, Nursing Assistant or Home Care Aide does not need to be individually delegated for each client at the house and there is no additional nurse delegation training needed.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR CLARIFIED
	DDA Field Services Staff can utilize Registered Nurse Delegators (RNDs) as an option for COVID-19 testing in Supported Living, Group Home, Group Home, Companion Home, and Alternative Living settings in the state of Washington.

	ACTION:
	If RN support is needed by the residential provider for clients, the provider can contact the Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) case manager who will authorize payment to a contracted delegating RN to perform or delegate specimen collection.  This task delegation can be done under a nurse’s general scope of practice and does not require the protocols under the nurse delegation program operated by DDA. DOH has determined COVID-19 sample collection can be delegated as a public health task under the standard scope of practice for an RN. The residential provider determines which testing option each client will use:
· Everlywell Testing Option is for those clients who have an individualized email and can self-administer specimen collection. This does not require any intervention or support from a Registered Nurse or other health care practitioner; or 
· DOH- Community Based Testing Site (CBTS) Option is for those clients who cannot use the Everlywell Testing Option. 

When the residential provider contacts DDA staff regarding clients who are already receiving nurse delegation services, the case manager will:
· Confirm with each client or their legal representative if they have one, that they would like testing. 
· Leave the nurse delegation authorization and pandemic rate as they are. 
· Send a message to the RND to complete the testing or delegation by November 15, 2020.
· Document actions in CARE Service Episode Record.

OR

When the residential provider contacts DDA staff regarding clients who are not already receiving nurse delegation services, the case manager will:
· Offer to contact a delegating nurse to assist with testing if the client wants the test and is unable to self-test. 
· Send the referral to the delegating nurse.
· Complete Nurse Delegation referral and open a nurse delegation authorization in ProviderOne.
· Use service code H2014, U5.
· Use Pandemic Rate authorization for 36 units for each Medicaid client who has consented to the test.  
· Authorize the service starting 09/01/2020 and ending 10/31/2020. 
· Document actions in CARE Service Episode Record.

Note: If an assigned RND is unable or unwilling to assist with the Point Prevalence Testing, please open an authorization to another RND for this purpose from 9/1/20 to10/31/20. Do not close out the current authorization for the assigned RND.

	RELATED REFERENCES:
	Link to the provider letter – 8/27/2020 Re: COVID-19 Staff and Client Testing

For questions about specimen collection, the type of PPE to wear for collection, how to don/doff PPE, and how to collect nasal and nasopharyngeal specimens: HAI-COVID@doh.wa.gov 

	ATTACHMENTS:
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Doris Barret, Nursing Services Unit Manager
360.407.1504
doris.barret@dshs.wa.gov 
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