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	TO:
	Regional Administrators
Field Services Administrators
Case Management Supervisors
Case Resource Managers
Social Workers
Social Service Specialists

	FROM:
	Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary
Developmental Disabilities Administration

	SUBJECT:
	State Supplemental Payment (SSP) in Lieu of IFS

	PURPOSE:
	To provide DDA Field Services staff with information and direction regarding changes to DDA rules, effective January 1, 2016, governing eligibility for the IFS state only program.

	BACKGROUND:
	Washington State must comply with the Medicaid Federal Expenditure Requirement, which stipulates that a state must expend at least as much SSP each year as was expended the previous year.  This is called our maintenance of effort (MOE).  Compliance is required in order for the State of Washington to maintain eligibility for Title XIX funding.

As of 2015, DDA authorizes approximately $7,370,000 a year in SSP payments (state only) to meet our maintenance of effort.  DDA works closely with Economic Services Administration and Children’s Administration to ensure that all three of our programs are able to meet, but not exceed, our maintenance of effort each year.  DSHS has met MOE for the year 2015 and anticipates meeting MOE for 2016.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR CLARIFIED
	As of January 1, 2016, SSP in lieu of IFS will no longer be available for individuals eligible for the IFS program.

	ACTION:
	Effective January 1, 2016, SSP in lieu of IFS will no longer be available as an alternative for individuals eligible for the IFS program.

Eligible individuals may continue to enroll in the IFS waiver. 

WAC 388-832-0015 has been revised in an emergency rule filing to update the eligibility for the IFS program.

Chapter 388-827 WAC will be revised to update eligibility for individuals who are currently on the IFS program.

Note:	Individuals receiving SSP in lieu of IFS prior to January 1, 2016, will remain eligible for SSP, as long as they continue to meet the eligibility requirements for the IFS program and SSP.

	RELATED REFERENCES:
	Chapter 388-827 WAC	State Supplementary Payment Program

	ATTACHMENTS:
	


	CONTACT(S):
	Debbie Roberts, Chief, Office of Medicaid and Eligibility
360/725-3452
Debbie.Roberts@dshs.wa.gov

Ann Whitehall, Waiver Services Unit Manager
360/725-3445
Ann.Whitehall@dshs.wa.gov
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-11-054, filed 5/13/09, effective 
6/13/09)


WAC 388-832-0015  Am I eligible for the IFS program?  (1) The IFS 
program and SSP in lieu of IFS is not open to new enrollment.


(2) If you were enrolled in the IFS program before June 1, 2015 
you are eligible to ((be considered for)) remain on the IFS program if 
you meet the following criteria:


(a) You are currently an eligible client of DDD;
(b) You live in your family home;
(c) You are not eligible to enroll((ed)) in a DDD home and com­


munity based services waiver defined in chapter 388-845 WAC;
(d) You are currently enrolled in ((traditional family support, 


family support opportunity or the family support pilot or funding has 
been approved for you to receive IFS program services)) the IFS pro­
gram;


(e) You are age three or older;
(f) You have been assessed as having a need for IFS program serv­


ices as listed in WAC 388-832-0140; and
(g) You are not receiving a DDD adult or child residential serv­


ice or licensed foster care.
(((2))) (3) If you are a parent who is a client of DDD, you are 


eligible to ((receive)) remain on the IFS program ((services)) in or­
der to promote the integrity of the family unit until your next as­
sessment, provided:


(a) You meet the criteria in subsections (((1))) (2)(a) through 
(f) ((above)) of this section; and


(b) Your minor child who lives in your home is at risk of being 
placed up for adoption or into foster care.


REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 


repealed:
WAC 388-832-0085 When there is state funding available 


to enroll additional clients on the IFS 
program, how will DDD select from the 
clients on the IFS program request 
list?
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