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DDA MANAGEMENT BULLETIN
D15-010 – Information
March 1, 2015
Revised April 6, 2015

	TO:
	Regional Administrators
Field Service Administrators
SOLA Program Administrators

	FROM:
	Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary
Developmental Disabilities Administration

	SUBJECT:
	Required Posting of Notice Regarding Public Input to the Proposed Waiver Amendments – Public Comment Period Extended

	PURPOSE:
	To inform all DDA offices of the requirement to post the attached notice in the client waiting area of each DDA office. The notice informs clients and the public about the public comment process for the proposed Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver amendments.

	BACKGROUND:
	DDA has proposed 12 HCBS waiver amendments and a public comment process is a required step in this amendment process.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR CLARIFIED
	The 12 HCBS Waiver amendments propose updating performance measures, revise sampling for performance measures, update service projections, clean up language, add service payments made through ProviderOne, remove personal care, begin transition of prevocational services and add a healthcare newsletter service.  The attached notice provides information on how to provide comments and/or receive a paper copy of the HCBS waiver amendments from DDA headquarters.

The proposed HCBS waiver amendments will be available on the DDA website at:  https://www.dshs.wa.gov/dda by March 4, 2015.

	ACTION:
	Each DDA office is required to post the attached notice in your public waiting area from March 4, 2015, through April 17, 2015.

	ATTACHMENTS:
	

[bookmark: _GoBack]
For staff:




	CONTACT(S):
	Bob Beckman, Interim Waiver Services Unit Manager
(360) 725-3445
Bob.Beckman@dshs.wa.gov
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Public Comment Period
March 4th, 2015 through April 17th, 2015

Home & Community-Based Services

 Waiver Amendments



The Washington State Health Care Authority (the state Medicaid agency) and the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) will be submitting proposed waiver amendments for Developmental Disabilities Administration’s Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Waivers to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The waiver amendments describe how DSHS will update performance measures, revise sampling for performance measures, update service projections, clean up language, describe service payments made through ProviderOne and/or recorded in ProviderOne, remove personal care, begin the transition of prevocational services and add a wellness education service. All HCBS waiver amendments are available on the Developmental Disabilities Administration website at:

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/dda 



A paper copy of each HCBS waiver amendment is available upon request by contacting Bob Beckman at the address below or by calling (360) 725-3445.

DSHS welcomes all comments on the HCBS waiver amendments. Comments may be submitted by email or mailed to Bob Beckman at the address listed below. DSHS will review all comments received.

					Bob Beckman

					Developmental Disabilities Administration

					Department of Social and Health Services

					PO Box 45310

					Olympia, WA 98504-5310

					bob.beckman@dshs.wa.gov

				Post this notice from March 4th, 2015, through April 17th, 2015
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What is Changing in DDA's HCBS Waivers
What is Changing in DDA’s Waivers?



DDA is proposing changes to our Home and Community Based Services waivers in two areas:



(1) Administrative changes retroactively to September 1, 2014, and January 1, 2015; and

(2) Services changes prospectively on July 1, 2015.



The administrative changes include updating performance measures, revising sampling methodology for performance measures, updating service projections, language clean-up, and describing the transition to ProviderOne for service payments.



The service changes include removing personal care from three waivers and transferring access to personal care services to the Community First Choice (CFC) State Plan.  We will begin the transition of prevocational services by halting new participant enrollment in prevocational services.  In addition, we will offer a wellness education service as a new waiver service.



Summary of Content Changes in proposed waiver amendments:



		Requested Waiver

		

		Basic Plus Waiver

		Core Waiver

		Community Protection Waiver

		CIIBS Waiver



		Effective Date

		Proposed Changes

		

		

		

		



		9/1/2014

		Update & renumber performance measures;

Revise sampling for performance measures;

Update service projections;

Language clean-up

		X

		X

		X

		X



		1/1/2015

		Service payments made through ProviderOne and/or recorded in ProviderOne

		X

		X

		X

		X



		7/1/2015

		Remove personal care;

begin transition of prevocational services;

Add wellness education service

		X

		X

		X

(prevocational services & wellness education changes only)

		X

(personal

care & wellness education change only)









Please contact your Waiver Specialists or Bob Beckman with any questions you may have.



Bob Beckman, Interim Waiver Services Unit Manager - Bob.Beckman@dshs.wa.gov - (360) 725-3445	2/6/2015
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