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DDA MANAGEMENT BULLETIN
D15-008 – Procedure
March 1, 2015

	TO:
	Regional Administrators
Field Services Administrators
Regional Operations Managers
Voluntary Placement Coordinators
VPS Resource Managers
Social Workers
Social Service Specialists

	FROM:
	Don Clintsman, Deputy Assistant Secretary
Developmental Disabilities Administration

	SUBJECT:
	INCREASES IN BASIC MAINTENANCE AMOUNTS FOR CHILDREN IN LICENSED STAFFED RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS, FOSTER HOMES AND CHILDREN’S GROUP CARE SETTINGS

	PURPOSE:
	This bulletin is to inform Field Services staff regarding authorizations for Basic Maintenance for children living in licensed staffed residential programs (LSR), foster homes, and children’s group care settings.

Note:  This bulletin supersedes D14-011 issued June 18, 2014.

	BACKGROUND:
	All DDA enrolled clients receiving Voluntary Placement Services (VPS) who reside in a DSHS licensed residential setting pay towards their cost of care.  The basic maintenance reimburses the contracted provider for costs incurred in the care of the child for room and board.

The amount of reimbursement varies according to the age of the child when in a foster care setting.  All children residing in a LSR or group care setting pay the standard basic maintenance amount.

	WHAT’S NEW, CHANGED, OR CLARIFIED
	On December 31, 2013, the Supplemental Security Income Federal Payment Standard increased to $721.00.  As a result of this change, the amount clients participate towards their room and board costs has increased and is as follows:

· For children residing in Family Foster Care:

· Less than 6 years of age =    $448.68
· 6 through 11 years of age =   $525.69
· 12 years and older =              $600.30

· For children residing in licensed Group Care or Staffed Residential settings, regardless of age:  $600.30

	ACTION:
	The procedures listed below are effective July 1, 2014:

· Representative payees, LSR Agencies, foster parents, group care facilities and clients’ parent/guardians will be notified by DDA Central Office (see Attachments section below for notification letter).

· Exhibit C’s will be updated to the VPS Contracts (1718XP-12, 1721XP-12 and 1749XP-12) to identify the increased basic maintenance amounts each client is contributing towards their cost of care.  A new contract will be generated and executed by regional staff as current contracts expire.

· The new exhibits will be sent by DDA Central Office to each agency currently holding a LSR contract accompanied by a letter explaining the changes.

· On July 11, 2014, SSPS will run a transaction generator effective July 1, 2014, to increase the rate on Service Codes 7802, 7819, 7821, 8320, 8322, and 8362.  For children residing in the licensed group care or staffed residential settings, all service lines that extend beyond June 30, 2014, and have a rate of $575.30, SSPS will automatically increase the amount to $600.30.  For children residing in the child foster care settings, rates will be adjusted based upon the age of the client.

· For all authorizations that are not changed by the SSPS transaction generator, the Social Worker/Social Service Specialist must update the authorization manually with the new Basic Maintenance amount identified above.

· Please note that clients and/or their legal guardians do not have appeal rights to client participation; therefore, Planned Action Notices (PANs) are not necessary.

	RELATED REFERENCES:
	WAC 388-826-0095

	ATTACHMENTS:
	


	CONTACT(S):
	Nichole Jensen, Children’s Residential Program Manager
360/725-3403
Nichole.Jensen@dshs.wa.gov
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STATE OF WASHINGTON


DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES


DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES ADMINISTRATION

PO Box 45310 ( Olympia, WA   98504-5310


Date

TO:
DDA Contracted and Licensed Staffed Residential, Foster Home & Group Care Providers


Parents of Children Receiving Voluntary Placement Services


Representative Payee Agencies

FROM:
Nichole Jensen, Children's Residential Services Program Manager




Developmental Disabilities Administration




Phone (Lynnwood):  425/673-3282

SUBJECT:
DIRECTION ON UTILIZATION OF PAYMENTS RECEIVED FOR BASIC MAINTENANCE FOR CHILDREN RESIDING IN LICENSED STAFFED RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS, FOSTER HOMES OR GROUP CARE SETTINGS.


SCOPE:
All children receiving residential services in Licensed Staffed Residential Programs, Foster Homes or Group Care settings


Background:

All DDA clients residing in department-licensed residential settings pay towards their cost of care (basic maintenance).  The basic maintenance reimburses the provider for costs incurred in the care of the child.  The amount of reimbursement varies according to the age of the child for those children residing in foster home settings.  All children residing in a licensed staffed residential and group care settings pay a standard amount.


What’s new, changed, or clarified?

On December 31, 2013, the Supplemental Security Income Federal Payment Standard increased to $721.00.  Exhibit Cs will be updated to the Voluntary Placement Services Contracts (1718XP-12, 1721XP-12 and 1749XP-12) identifying the increased basic maintenance amounts each client is contributing towards their cost of care.  A new contract will be generated and executed by regional staff as current contracts expire.  As a result of this change, the amount clients receiving Voluntary Placement Services in a licensed setting pay towards their cost of care has increased and is as follows:


		Staffed Residential & Group Care Settings


All Children



		Room and Board

		$600.30





		Foster Homes – Broken out by Age



		CHILD’S AGE

		JULY 1, 2014



		0 – 5 years

		$448.68



		6 – 11 years

		$525.69



		12 years and older

		$600.30





If you have additional questions, please contact your DDA Voluntary Placement Services Social Worker/Social Service Specialist, supervisor, or myself.  I can be reached at 425/673-3282.

Thank you.

c:
Client File


Client Parent or Guardian
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