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D12-022 – Procedure
December 14, 2012
	TO:
	Regional Administrators
Field Services Administrators
Case Management Supervisors
Nursing Care Consultants

Regional Personal Care Coordinators

	FROM:
	Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT:
	Medication Management and Nurse Delegation for Children Receiving Personal Care Services

	Purpose:
	To provide direction for Field Services staff regarding the process for reviewing medication management and authorizing nurse delegation for children receiving personal care in an in-home setting.

	Background:
	On December 15, 2011, the Department released a revised version of the Children’s CARE Assessment that complies with the Supreme Court’s ruling in Samantha A.  This revision unlocks “Status” to allow for an individualized assessment.

	What’s new, changed, or Clarified
	Due to the revisions in CARE which unlocked the “status” field for children, medication management status is no longer automatically coded “met” for status.  Per the developmental milestones, children under age 18 are considered “age appropriate” for medication management.
However, when individually assessing children, there may be instances when medication management may be coded “partially met”.  In some circumstances, children may be eligible for Nurse Delegation (ND) services to meet their unmet or partially met need for medication management.

	ACTION:
	The following procedures are effective immediately:

· When assessing children for personal care, Case Resource Managers (CRMs) must keep personal care assessments for children in pending status when Medication Management shows an unmet or partially met need.
· CRMs must request a review of the Medication Management coding by the regional Personal Care (PC) Coordinator and the Nursing Care Consultant (NCC) using the Prior Approval process.
· When a prior approval request is received, the regional PC Coordinator will review the comments in the CARE Medication Management screen and the Medication screen to ensure the comments adequately address the reason “age appropriate” was not chosen.  When the comments are complete, the PC Coordinator will forward the Prior Approval to the NCC for review.

· The NCC will review to determine if the medication management tasks meet the criteria to select outside of “age appropriate.”  The criteria for coding other than age appropriate is that the frequency or duration of the assistance required is not typical assistance for a child of that age.  The NCC will notify the CRM of their determination via the Prior Approval.
· The CRM may finalize the Medication Management screen when the review outcome has been received from the NCC.  Note:  If the child is determined to be outside of “age appropriate” and the task is not “met” by informal supports, DSHS will presume that the child has informal supports available to assist with this task over three-fourths but not all of the time.
· If a partially met or unmet need for medication management is identified and nurse delegation services are the only option to meet the need, the CRM may request ND services for individuals on the Basic Plus, CIIBS or Core waiver.  If the client is not on the Basic Plus, CIIBS or Core Waiver, then the CRM will initiate an Exception to Policy (ETP) for ND services per DDD Policy 6.15, Nurse Delegation.
· The CRM will send the exception request to the regional ND Coordinator for review and recommendation to the Field Services Administrator.  The FSA will forward their recommendation to the Central Office Community Residential Services Program Manager.  Exceptions to this policy are made by the Division Director.

	Related REFERENCES:
	DDD Policy 6.15, Nurse Delegation
WAC 388-106-0130

	ATTACHMENT(S):
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Debbie Roberts, Personal Care Program Manager

360/725-3525
Debbie.Roberts@dshs.wa.gov
Saif Hakim, Community Residential Services Program Manager
360/725-3409

hakimss@dshs.wa.gov
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