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D07-003 – Procedure 
March 1, 2007

	TO: 
	Regional Administrators

Field Services Administrators

	FROM:
	Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT: 
	DDD Policy 5.02, Necessary Supplemental Accommodation (NSA)

	Purpose:
	To comply with a court ordered settlement agreement between Washington Protection and Advocacy System (WPAS) and DDD.

	Background:
	To ensure that division clients understand and exercise their appeal rights, WPAS petitioned the District Court, on behalf of a division client, to require DDD to file for guardianship or seek guardians for any DDD eligible adult age 18 and over without a legal guardian and who has been deemed to be incompetent to understand or exercise their appeal rights.

This case was settled with the parties agreeing that modifications to DDD Policy 5.02 would sufficiently protect clients’ due process rights.  The March 16, 2006 version of Policy 5.02 is attached to the settlement order.

In June 2006, DDD revised the procedures in Policy 5.02 to allow the following practice to occur before an NSA was identified or the Assistant Attorney General (AAG) agreed to the person’s competency:

· The authorizations of State Plan Services; and 

· Beginning, but not completing, assessments and reassessments. 



	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	Any change to Policy 5.02 requires negotiation with WPAS and approval by the court.  Consequently, DDD is reissuing the March 16, 2006 version of Policy 5.02.   This version has been re-posted to the online DDD Policy Manual: DDD Policy 5.02, Necessary Supplemental Accommodation.  This means that confirmation of the NSA Representative is valid for up to 12 months from the date of the SER that noted the previous contact.

	ACTION:
	Effective March 1, 2007, DDD will comply with DDD Policy 5.02, Necessary Supplemental Accommodation, and identify a NSA representative or get AAG agreement of the person’s competency before initiating any of the following actions:
· Eligibility review;
· Assessment or reassessment of services;
· Reduction or termination of existing services; and 
· Denial or termination of a provider.


	Related 
REFERENCES:
	GR Settlement Order filed March 22, 2006 in Tacoma District Court

	ATTACHMENT(S):   
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Sue Poltl, Chief, Compliance and Monitoring, 360/725-3454, poltlse@dshs.wa.gov



D07-003
Page 1 of 2
3/1/07

