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D06-029 – Procedure
November 9, 2006
	TO:
	Regional Administrators

Field Services Administrators

	FROM:
	Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT:
	Authorization of Skilled Nursing Services

	Purpose:
	To announce the release of new SSPS codes for Skilled Nursing Services

	Background:
	Skilled Nursing services are available in the Community Support program (7200s), Family Support Program (7300s), and in the Basic Plus, Core, and Community Protection waivers.  The SSPS codes used to authorize these services have used the unit of measure “hour” even though services were often provided in increments of less than an hour.  This resulted in either some awkward authorizations and claims or payment for more service time than was actually provided.  DDD administration and Field Services Administrators agreed that the most practical way to address this problem was to deactivate the existing codes and create new codes that better meet our needs.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	The service codes below have been deactivated:

7223 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

7224 Nursing Individual

7324 Nursing Individual

7329 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

8249 Nursing Individual

8252 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

8349 Nursing Individual

8352 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

8449 Nursing Individual

8452 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

The service codes below have been added:

7227 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

7228 Nursing Individual In Home

7352 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

7353 Nursing Individual In Home

8281 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

8282 Nursing Individual In Home

8381 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

8382 Nursing Individual In Home

8481 Nursing Agency or Out of Home

8482 Nursing Individual In Home

In the new codes, the unit of service is “Each.”  One unit equals fifteen (15) minutes.  Services should only be authorized for the number of units required by the service plan.  Follow instructions in the additional data for how to authorize these services.  

This change does not apply to:

· Nurse Delegation services, which are already set up to be authorized in fifteen (15) minute increments; 

· Contracted Nurse Consultant services, which are already set up to be authorized in fifteen (15) minute increments; 

· PDN services; or
· Family Support Pilot nursing services.



	ACTION:
	All Skilled Nursing services authorized for December 2006 and beyond must be authorized using the new codes.  All existing authorizations must be terminated as of November 30, 2006.



	Related REFERENCES:
	Appendix E

	ATTACHMENT(S):
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Linda Lunsford, Program Manager 360-725-3440, lunsfll@dshs.wa.gov
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