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	TO:
	Regional Administrators

Field Services Administrators

DDD Intake and Eligibility Staff

	FROM:
	Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT:
	ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT SYSTEM (ABAS-II) ACCEPTED AS EVIDENCE FOR DETERMINING DDD ELIGIBILITY

	Purpose:
	To inform Intake and Eligibility staff of the decision to approve a new adaptive behavior assessment not currently allowed in Chapter 388-823 WAC as evidence for determining DDD eligibility.

	Background:
	WAC 388-823 limits the adaptive behavior assessments acceptable as evidence for determining DDD eligibility to the Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales, the Scale of Independent Behavior- Revised (SIB-R), and the ICAP.

Some school districts have adopted a newer adaptive behavior assessment, the Adaptive Behavior Assessment System – Second Edition (ABAS-II; 2003a) referred to as the ABAS.  If DDD cannot accept the ABAS, DDD staff must administer the ICAP.

	What’s new, changed, or Clarified
	· The division has reviewed the literature on the ABAS and found it to be a reliable test and equivalent to the SIB-R and the Vineland.  It measures 10 skill areas and covers the life span from birth to age 89 years.

· Linda Rolfe, Director, signed an Exception-to-Rule effective July 1, 2006, approving the Adaptive Behavior Assessment System - Second Edition (ABAS-II; 2003a).

	ACTION:
	Effective July 1, 2006, the ABAS-II can be accepted as evidence of adaptive behavior.

· The standard deviation (SD) is 15 based on a score of 100.

· Eligibility criteria for substantial limitations require a score of more than two SD or 69 or less.

· The ABAS-II will be added to Chapter 388-823 WAC during the next revision.

	Related REFERENCES:
	Chapter 388-823 WAC, DDD Intake and Determination of Developmental Disabilities

	ATTACHMENT(S):
	None.

	CONTACT(S):
	Sue Poltl, Office Chief, Compliance and Monitoring, poltlse@dshs.wa.gov, 360/725-3454.
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