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D06-007 – Procedure
February 21, 2006

	TO:
	Regional Administrators
Field Service Administrators

MPC Coordinators
Case Resource Managers

	FROM:
	Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT:
	WAC Changes Affecting CARE and Nursing Services

	Purpose:
	To highlight several changes in how assessments are coded in CARE and how nursing services are provided.

	Background:
	In June 2005, the rules governing the authorization of Medicaid and Waiver Personal Care services moved from Chapters 388-71 and 388-72A WAC to Chapter 388-106 WAC.  In early March 2006, an update to these rules will become effective, clarifying a number of definitions and procedures.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified
	Sections in Chapter 388-106 WAC have been updated.  Some of these changes require changes in Case Resource Manager (CRM) procedures.

	ACTION:
	Beginning March 15, 2006, DDD CRMs will implement the following changes:

1. 388-106-0130 (e): This section clarifies that private duty nursing services (Medically Intensive Program (MIP) for children) are to be deducted hour-for-hour from the total hours generated by CARE for both adults and children.  Up until now, children’s CARE assessors have been accounting for private duty nursing services as informal support in Status and Assistance Available on the CARE ADL screens.  CRMs assessing adults will continue to deduct private duty nursing hours from the total hours generated by CARE.  

2. Effective March 15, 2006, DDD CRMs assessing children receiving MIP services will use the following procedures:

a. The Central Office MIP Manager will notify the CRM of the 
      number of monthly nursing hours available to the child;

b. The CRM will complete a CARE assessment if the family requests personal care services;
c. When determining the level of informal support (“Status” and “Assistance Available”) in CARE, the CRM will not include the number of nursing hours authorized for the child by the Central Office MIP Manager; and
d. If the family requests personal care services in addition to MIP nursing hours, the CRM must subtract the nursing hours from the total number of hours CARE generates.


3. 388-106-0200 (3):  The frequency and scope of nursing services (previously called “nurse oversight”) is based on an individual’s need as determined by the CARE assessment rather than the routine annual nurse oversight visit, which has been a DDD practice until now.
DDD regional staff will receive training on Nursing Services procedures from February through April, 2006;
4. 388-106-0213:  The Age Guideline chart in this WAC has changed as follows:

a. A 0-1 year column has been added to the age guideline chart; and
b. “Passive Range of Motion” has been added, directing assessors to code this item on the Treatment Screen as: “Need = No” until the child’s 4th birthday.  If the child actually does need and receive “Passive Range of Motion” treatment, note the information in the comment box along with the statement that this is coded “per age guidelines.”

	Related
REFERENCES:
	Draft Chapter 388-106 WAC Updates


	ATTACHMENT(S):
	None

	CONTACT(S):
	Bev Lord, MPC Program Manager, 360/725-2536, LordB@dshs.wa.gov
Debbie Johnson, CARE Program Manager, 360/725-3525

Johnsda2@dshs.wa.gov
Chuck Howard, MIP Manager, 360/725-3451, HowarCW@dshs.wa.gov
Candace Goehring, Nursing Services Program Manager, 
360/725-2562, GoehrCS@dshs.wa.gov


Example #1:   CARE = 150 hours per month


     -MIP   = 16 hrs/day/496 hrs/month


     - 346 (This child will receive all of his/her 


     in-home services in the form of nursing


     care.  There are no remaining hours to 


     authorize as personal care.)





Example #2:   CARE = 250 hours per month


     -MIP  =   4 hrs/day/124 hrs/month 


126 hours per month available for     personal care
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