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DDD MANAGEMENT BULLETIN





D05-009 – Procedure
July 27, 2005

	TO: 
	DDD Regional Administrators

DDD Field Services Administrators

DDD MPC Coordinators

DDD Case Resource Managers

	FROM:
	Linda Rolfe, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities

	SUBJECT: 
	HOME CARE AGENCY VENDOR SUPPLEMENTAL RATES

	Purpose:
	This bulletin is issued to:

1. Inform the field that DDD SSPS codes for home care agencies will be changing to allow two (2) different rates; and

2. Instruct the field on how to determine the appropriate rate for a home care agency. 

	Background:
	In the 2005 session, the legislature approved a vendor rate increase for all home care agencies effective July 1, 2005.  Additional funding was appropriated to increase direct worker wages for agencies that can meet the following criteria:

1. Proof of a legally binding, written commitment to increase the compensation of agency home care workers; and

2. Proof of the existence of a method of enforcement of the commitment, such as arbitration, that is available to the employees or their representative, and proof that such a method is expeditious, uses a neutral decision maker, and is economical for the employees.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified

 
	· Agencies that have not met the criteria under the supplemental compensation increase budget proviso will be paid at a rate of $15.28 for each hour served up to the authorized maximum.  The transaction generator changed the rate for those providers whose authorizations extended beyond June 30, 2005 from $14.93 to $15.28 on July 9, 2005.
· Agencies determined by ADSA Headquarters to meet the criteria under the supplemental compensation increase budget proviso will be paid at a rate of $15.38 for each hour served up to the authorized maximum.  
· DDD SSPS payment codes for home care agencies have been revised to allow a payment of $15.28 or $15.38.
· The necessary changes were not in place for this increase to occur in 
 time for the July run date.  The July supplemental rate increase for
 existing authorizations will be made at DDD HQ.

	ACTION:
	· As of the August 2005 run date, DDD CRMs must refer to the “Home Care Agency Supplemental Rates” list on the SSPS page of the DDD Intranet website to determine if home care agencies are eligible to receive $15.38 per hour.  If not, authorize $15.28 per hour.

· Agencies may submit documents per MB H05-52 to Bev Lord at ADSA headquarters as evidence of compliance with the budget proviso criteria.  

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	MB H05-44 Contract Home Care Agency Vendor Rate Increase
MB H05-52 Home Care Agency Supplemental Compensation Increase
ESSB 6090 2006-2007 Final Budget

	
	

	CONTACT(S):
	Linda Lunsford, 360/725-3440 or 206/568-5730, lunsfll@dshs.wa.gov 

Bev Lord, 360/725-2536, lordb@dshs.wa.gov
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