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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The Department of Health is proposing new rules to implement the new Radiologist Assistant (RA) profession created by the 2009
Substitute Senate Bill 6439, now codified in Chapter 18.84 RCW. The proposed rules will establish enforceable standards of
practice, education and examination requirements, and licensing fees.

The proposed rules will ensure the people of this state are protected by setting the scope of practice for the Radiologist Assistant
profession and licensing only appropriately educated and trained individuals.
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RCW 18.84.040
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Chapter 18.84 RCW
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Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal

matters:
None.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 06-01-104, filed 12/21/05,
effective 1/21/06)

WAC 246-926-020 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly reguires
otherwise.
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Radiologic Technologists.

(2) "Department" means the department of health.

(3) "Direct supervision”" means the appropriate licensed
practitioner is on the premises and is quickly and easily
available.

(a) For a diagnostic, therapeutic, or nuclear medicine
radiologic technologist, the appropriate licensed practitioner is
a physician licensed under chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW.

(b) For a radiologist assistant, the appropriate licensed
practitioner is a radiologist.

(4) "General supervision" for a radiologist assistant means
the procedure is furnished under the supervising radiologist's
overall direction and control. The supervising radiologist must be
on-call or be available for consultation.

(5) "Hospital" means any health care institution licensed
pursuant to chapter 70.41 RCW.

(6) "Nursing home" means any health care institution which
comes under chapter 18.51 RCW.

(7) "Personal supervision" for a radiologist assistant means
the supervising radiologist must be in the room during the
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performance of the procedure.

(8) "Radiological technologist" means a person certified under
chapter 18.84 RCW.

(9) "Radiologist" means a licensed physician licensed under
chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW and certified by the American Board of
Radiology or the American Osteopathic Board of Radiology.

(10) "Radiologist assistant” means an advanced-level
diagnostic radiologic technologist certified under chapter 18.84
RCW.

(11) "Registered X-ray technician" means a person who is
registered with the department, and who applies jionizing radiation
at the direction of a licensed practitioner.

(12) "Unprofessional conduct" as used in this chapter means
the conduct described in RCW 18.130.180.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 06-01-104, filed 12/21/05,
effective 1/21/06)

WAC 246-926-140 Approved schools for diagnostic, therapeutic,
or nuclear medicine radiologic technologists. Approved schools and
standards of instruction for diagnostic radiologic technologist,
therapeutic radiologic technologist, and nuclear medicine
technologist are those recognized as radiography, radiation therapy
technology, and nuclear medicine technology educational programs
that have obtained accreditation from the Joint Review Committee on
Education in Radiologic Technology, the Joint Review Committee for
Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology or the former
American Medical Association Committee on Allied Health Education
and Accreditation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 237, filed 2/7/92, effective
2/19/92)

WAC 246-926-150 Certification designation for diagnostic,
therapeutic, or nuclear medicine radiologic technologists. A
certificate shall be designated in a particular field of radiologic
technology by:

(1) The educational program completed; diagnostic radiologic

technologist - radiography program; therapeutic radiologic

technologist - radiation therapy technology program; and nuclear

medicine technologist - nuclear medicine technology program; or
(2) By meeting the alternative training requirements

established in WAC 246-926-100((7)) and 246-926-110, 246-926-120,
or 246-926-130.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 06-01-104, filed 12/21/05,
effective 1/21/06)

WAC 246-926-180 Parenteral procedures for diagnostic or
therapeutic radiologic technologists. (1) A certified diagnostic
or therapeutic radiologic technologist may administer diagnostic
and therapeutic agents under the direct supervision of a physician

licensed under chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW. Diagnostic and
therapeutic agents may be administered wvia intravenous,
intramuscular, or subcutaneous injection. In addition to direct

supervision, Dbefore the radiologic technologist may administer
diagnostic and therapeutic agents, the following guidelines must be
met:

(a) The radiologic technologist has had the prerequisite
training and thorough knowledge of the particular procedure to be
performed;

(b) Appropriate facilities are available for coping with any
complication of the procedure as well as for emergency treatment of
severe reactions to the diagnostic or therapeutic agent itself,
including readily available appropriate resuscitative drugs,
equipment, and personnel; and

(c) After parenteral administration of a diagnostic or
therapeutic agent, competent personnel and emergency facilities
must be available to the patient for at least thirty minutes in
case of a delayed reaction.

(2) A certified radiologic technologist may perform
venipuncture under the direct supervision of a physician licensed
under chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 06-01-104, filed 12/21/05,
effective 1/21/06)

WAC 246-926-190 State examination/examination
waiver/examination application deadline for diagnostic,
therapeutic, or nuclear medicine radiologic technologists. (1) The
( (AlllCJ_Jl_k,cl.J.l RC\jJ‘.DtJ_y Uf Radiulugip TCbhllUlUgJ‘.DtD) ) ARRT

certification examinations for radiography, radiation therapy
technology, and nuclear medicine technology are the state
examinations for certification as a radiologic technologist.

(2) The examination shall be conducted in accordance with the
~ 3 ristr oni Fe—Fechn opi )) ARRT security

measures and contract.
(3) Applicants taking the state examination must submit the
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application, supporting documents, and fees to the department of
health for approval prior to being scheduled to take the
examination.

(4) Examination candidates shall be advised of the results of
their examination in writing by the department of health.

(5) The examination candidate must have a minimum scaled score
of seventy-five to pass the examination.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-926-300 Radiologist assistant scope of practice. (1)
A radiologist assistant may perform advanced diagnostic imaging
procedures under the direction of a supervising radiologist. Those
procedures include, but are not limited to:

(a) Enteral and parenteral procedures;

(b) Injecting diagnostic agents to sites other than
intravenous;

(c) Diagnostic aspirations and localizations; and

(d) Assisting radiologists with other invasive procedures.

(2) The tasks a radiologist assistant may perform include
those identified in the ARRT Registered Radiologist Assistant Role
Delineation published January 2005.

(3) Initial findings and observations made by a radiologist
assistant communicated solely to the supervising radiologist do not
constitute diagnoses or interpretations.

(4) At the direction of a physician, a radiologist assistant
may administer imaging agents and prescribed medications; however,
nothing in this chapter allows a radiologist assistant to prescribe
medications.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-926-310 What are the requirements to be certified as
a radiologist assistant? (1) Individuals wanting to be certified
as a radiologist assistant must:

(a) Graduate from an educational program recognized by the
ARRT;

(b) Obtain a passing score on the national ARRT registered
radiologist assistant examination; and

(c) Submit the application, supporting documents, and fees to
the department of health.

(2) An individual certified as a radiologist practitioner
assistant through the certification board of radiology practitioner
assistants who takes and passes the national ARRT registered
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radiologist assistant examination by December 31, 2011, shall be
considered to have met the education and examination requirements
for certification as a radiologist assistant.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-926-320 Radiologist assistant--Supervisory plans.
(1) A radiologist assistant must submit to the department a
supervisory plan on a form approved by the department.

(a) The plan must be approved before the radiologist assistant
can practice.

(b) The plan must be signed by both the radiologist assistant
and a radiologist licensed in this state.

(c) A radiologist assistant may assist a radiologist other
than his or her supervising radiologist so long as it is done with
the knowledge and agreement of the supervising radiologist, and is
reflected in an approved supervisory plan.

(2) A radiologist assistant can have multiple supervisory
plans provided each one is approved by the department.

(3) A radiologist assistant does not have to be employed by
his or her supervising radiologist.

(4) Changes to supervisory plans.

(a) The radiologist assistant must submit a new supervisory
plan to change any part of the supervisory plan. The changes are
not effective until the new plan is approved by the department.

(b) If the supervisory relationship ends, the radiologist
assistant must immediately cease practice under that plan and must
notify the department in writing within seven calendar days.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-16-008, filed 7/24/08,
effective 7/25/08)

WAC 246-926-990 Radiologist assistants; diagnostic,
therapeutic, and nuclear medicine radiologic technologists((7) ). X-
ray technicians--Certification and registration fees and renewal
cycle. (1) Certificates and registrations must be renewed every
two years on the practltloner S blrthday as prov1ded in chapter
246-12 WAC, Part 2. moae errewsa
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Title of Fee

(2) The following nonrefundable fees will
be charged for certified diagnostic,
therapeutic, and nuclear medicine
radiologic technologists:

Application

Renewal

Late renewal penalty

Expired certificate reissuance
Certification of registration or certificate
Duplicate registration or certificate

(3) The following nonrefundable fees will
be charged for registered X-ray
technicians:

Application

Renewal

Late renewal penalty

Expired reissuance

Certification of registration or certificate
Duplicate registration or certificate

(4) The following nonrefundable fees will
be charged for certified radiologist
assistants:

Application

Renewal

Late renewal penalty

Expired reissuance

Certification of registration or certificate

Duplicate registration or certificate

[ 6]

$150.00
70.00
50.00
80.00
15.00
15.00
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15.00
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